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1. INTRODUCTION 

Fore more then fifty years ago fifty countries met in San Francisco in 1945 to create an 

international organization that could help build a new world, out of the wreckage of 

war. What united them was not so much a clear view of the future as a determination to 

prevent a repetition of the horrors and mistakes of the past. The goal of the conference 

in San Francisco was summed up in the phrase “never again”. Never again should the 

world's leaders fail to prevent a global depression. Never again should they fail to stand 

up to aggression. Never again should they tolerate governments that assaulted the most 

basic dignities of their citizens. Never again should they squander the chance to create 

an institution that would make lasting peace possible. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, were determined to make the second half of the 

twentieth century different from the first half. They saw that the human race had only 

one world to live in, and that unless it managed its affairs prudently, all human beings 

may perish. They drew up rules to govern international behaviour, and founded a 

network of institutions, with the United Nations at its centre, in which the peoples of the 

world could work together for the common good. This was the intentions of the United 

Nations but a lot of things have happened since then.   

UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan sad, to the General Assembly 23 September 2003, 

“We have come to a fork in the road.” Mr. Annan carried on in his speech, “Now we 

must decide whether it is possible to continue on the basis agreed then, or whether 

radical changes are needed.”1   

If there is one thing on which both critics and supporters of the United Nations agree on 

it is that the world body is in a need of a reform. Critics and supporters of the United 

Nations have sometimes seemed world apart. But in the last years almost all of them, 

whether multilateralist or unilateralist, American or European, they have come to agree 

that the organization is in crisis. Nobody wants it to “fading into history as an 

ineffective, irrelevant debating society”—as George W Bush predicted it would if it 

refused to sanction his attack on Iraq. 

In the early years of the United Nations, the General Assembly’s timely adjournment 

could be predicted with precision: its absolute limit was fixed by the year’s last voyage 

of the Queen Mary. That world, clearly, was a very different place from today’s 

globalizing world. Indeed, when the United Nations was founded two thirds of a century 
                                                
 
1 The Secretary General Address to the General Assembly, New York, 23 September 2003  
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ago, current members did not exist as sovereign states, they were still living under 

colonial rule. The planet hosted a total population of fewer than 2.5 billion, compared to 

6 billion today. Trade barriers were high, trade flows very small and capital controls 

firmly in place. Most big companies operated within a single country and produced for 

their home market. The cost of transoceanic telephone calls was prohibitive for the 

average person and limited even business. Only in exceptional circumstances could 

such a call be made. The world’s first computer had just been constructed; it filled a 

large room, bristled with 18,000 electron tubes and half a million solder joints. Ecology 

was a subject confined to the study of biology, and references to cyberspace would not 

have been found even in science fiction. But today we are lining in a world of 

globalization. “If we are to capture the promises of globalization while managing its 

adverse effects, we must learn to govern better, and we must learn how better to govern 

together” 2 

It is in this environment that the United Nations now need to answer to. Structural 

changes are crucial for the survival of the body. The United Nations’ Secretary General, 

Kofi Annan, has proposed the most sweeping reforms of the body since its founding in 

1945. If approved, these would answer many of the strongest critics of the United 

Nations and should help rebuild its damaged credibility. 

I will also in the beginning of this paper point-out that I am a firm believer of the United 

Nations. I hope that the General Assembly will come together and give the tow-thirds 

majority among member states that Mr. Annan’s reforms will need to take actions.   

 

1.1 Problem definition  

During the last fifteen year we have seen drastic changes in world politics. On 

November 9th 1989, the Berlin Communist Party boss Günter Schabowski suddenly 

announced to the press that East Germans with proper exit-visas could go to the West. 

After these words it didn’t took long before people in wild enthusiasm was roaring 

through the Brandenburg Gate. This is probably the single most significant event that 

gave the United Nations the opportunity to reform it self. Before the east block’s 

collapse there was no real possibilities to reform the United Nations in a fundamental 

way. After the fall the question is not, if we can change the United Nations, but rather 

how.  
                                                
 
2 Annan A. Kofi, Report “We the peoples The role of the United Nations in the 21st century”  
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Sweden has always been a defender of United Nations and by that one of the countries 

that advocates reform thoughts. During the first fifty years of United Nations being 

reform occurrence was not a comment event due to the political situations in the world. 

After the fall of communism in the early nineties reform development was now 

possible. 

United Nations has the past fifteen years been criticized both by supporters and non 

supporters. But since last year, almost all of them, whether multilateralist or 

unilateralist, American or European, almost all of them have come to agree that the 

organization is in crisis.  

 

1.2 Purpose and question            

Since Sweden has played and play a special roll in the United Nations, together with 

other countries, I will see if there is a special relation between Sweden and the United 

Nations.        

In this report, I have resisted the temptation to include all areas in which progress, to 

reform the United Nation, is important or desirable. To fully make the United Nations 

more effective end more efficient it need to include reform works, not only on its main 

body, but also on its limbs, such as the International Monetary Fond, the World Bank 

and the World Trade Organization, Military Staff Committee. But not only that, it also 

needs to restructure its relationship with NGOs to really make its reasoning real.   

In this paper I have limited myself to items on which I believe are the most vital for the 

United Nations future engagement, the framework of the body.    

Since the purpose with this paper is to analyze reforming thoughts, both the “Swedish 

way” and the “United Nations way” with focus on the last one, and in some way 

compare this two with each other to see if they amalgam or if they contradict with each 

other during the last fifty years, I think that question below are relevant to answering 

this approach.  

 

I will in this essay try to answering following questions.  

1. What are the reasons for the need of a reformed United Nations? 

2. What are the most impending areas in the structure of the United Nations that 

needs reformations?  

3. What roll does Sweden play in the reforming work of the United Nation? 
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2. DESIGN OF THE STUDY  

2.1 Disposition  

The opening of this essay begins with an introduction to the subject. Here explains the 

initiated thought behind the United Nations and how it, so to speak, grow out of 

costume. Here gives also a short introduction to the reason why it grows out its 

costume. I also give my personal view of the United Nations. After that I defined the 

problem little more precisely and I also explained the purpose with this essay and the 

question I tend to answer in the end of the paper. 

Further on comes a presentation and discussion on the qualitative method that I have 

used in study, interviews and literature for this paper. This lead to the chose of person 

interviewed for the essay. Further on comes an account for the material witch leads to 

the criticism of the sources. In the next two coming chapters I account for my material 

witch leads to the summery and conclusions. In the last chapter in this essay I give my 

own point of view, what I think is important, in the on going reform works, for the 

future of the United Nations.                

 

2.2 Choice of method  

In this essay I have used a qualitative method. With the qualitative method there is an 

incentive to go behind the surfaces and look deeper into the underlying causes of the 

problem in question. The purpose with qualitative method is to see the problem as hole 

and to search common patterns and distinguishing feature. Qualitative investigation is a 

method towards difficult data such as, attitudes, values, conception, so called soft data. 

The qualitative method is flexible and changeable. A qualitative method is used when 

you will have a deeper insight and a more fundamental knowledge in a certain 

environment and also to see how things developed under a long time. A qualitative 

method describes, “what is there” rather then “how often is it there”. Things like 

interview, observation and document analyze are all included in the qualitative method.3   

The qualitative method I have used in this paper is called analyses of contents also 

called qualitative text analyses. It covers both the documents analyses and interviews 

material I have collected. Even if material has different origins you don’t have to 

analyses differently. The point is to gather the significance in the material.4 The 

                                                
 
3 Repstad, pp. 14 
4 Johannessen, Tufte, pp. 105 
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framework for this essay is the three questions, post earlier in this paper. With them as 

my foundation will I examine the empirical material and the interviews to find the 

answer I seek.       

        

2.3 Chose of interview persons  

The person that are interviewed are excluded Swedish. They had or have close relations 

with questions concerning the affairs between Sweden and United Nations. Selections 

have been conducted together with Ingvar Carlsson and the information department at 

United Nations Association of Sweden. By doing so I believe that I have received 

correct and adequate information.  

 

2.4 Material    

Document for the part of the essay concerning chapter four are all from the official 

webpage of United Nations, www.un.org. It is a selection of, as I see it, the most 

profound and sweeping documents in the territory of reforms and reorganization of the 

United Nations. Document for part three are more scattered, they come from webpage’s 

such as www.regeringen.se and www.sfn.se. I have also used bocks and articles to gain 

information. The information from these sources is very limited and that is why I in 

early stage decided to include an interview part in this chapter.                   

 

2.5 Criticism of the source 

All criticism of the source starts with finding out who is behind the material. A source is 

one or several individuals. Sometimes it can be an organization or a company.  

There is rarely no problems to find out who is the source when it comes to books and 

articles, but when it comes to material collected from the Internet it becomes more 

problematic. It is not always that you find the name of the author or the name of the 

organization on each webpage and it is also easy to click to a new page and by that a 

new source. 

It is moreover important to use independent sources as much as possibly. An 

independent source is in general better to use then depended sources. 

It can sometimes be hard to find a god source, sometime you have to use the one you 

find. But the aspiration was to select as many adequate sources as possibly for this 

essay.  
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The result of this paper is based on its sources and, by that, the outcome of the paper is 

depended on the critics of sources. To roughly categorized my sources I can divided  

them up into to tow different conceptions; one is based on text analyze and one is based 

on interviews. To come as close as possibly, to the source, I have used my text analyze 

part on materials that I have found on, as I sees it, reliably sources. It means that I have 

used only well-reputed web pages fore this essay. Such web pages are the official 

United Nations web pages www.un.org others are the Swedish web pages fore the  

United Nation www.fn.se and further pages are the homepage for the Swedish 

government www.regeringen.se and the official webpage for Dag Hammarskjöld library 

www.ud.uu.se/sam/dh In addition to these web pages I have used, fore my text analyze,   

a number of books and articles. Even here I have tried to employ the same strategy. 

Articles are from the Economist and The Guardian and the books are published by well-

reputed publisher and authors.      

Fore part of my essay where I have used interview technique it is harder to criticize the 

sources. I have to presume that they tell me the truth and that they don’t withhold any 

relevant information. To minimize one angel thought I have tried to interviewed people 

with different perspective and different background, this is, to eliminate one-way side 

opinion.                                        

 

3. SWEDEN AND THE UNITED NATIONS 

3.1 Background                          

Our support to the United Nations has always been sufficient. Sweden is one of the 

biggest contributors and one of the few countries in the world that fulfill the United 

Nations development aid about 0, 7 percent of GDP. Since the early sixties Sweden has 

been involved with many peace preserving operations and over 80 000 Swedes has done 

the service in different operations.  

Sweden became a member of the United Nations in 1946. Ever since, has an active 

engagement in the United Nations been a ground-work in Swedish foreign policy. 

Sweden has initiated and succeeded in a number of questions, such as; children’s right, 

abolishing of the death penalty, abolishing of apartheid, and in areas like disarmament, 

environment and fight agents drugs.5  

                                                
 
5 http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/2558;jsessionid=ahptpr3Hnvgd 
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Sweden has most of the time not act by them self but rather through bilateral 

cooperation with other countries. In a statement from the Nordic Committee, to the 

Swedish Parliament, Norway’s Minister of Defense Mr. Dag Jostein Fjaervoll says that 

it is a milestone that we the Nordic countries can establish NORDCAPS (Nordic 

Coordinated Arrangement for military Peace Support) for a common cooperation in 

security and defense policies regarded international peace-operations.6  

Further, in a declaration from the Swedish Government it is clear that since we become 

a member of the European Union the collaboration with the rest of the Europe has 

become more and more evident. The Government writes that Europe will and shall play 

a more constructive roll in the United Nations and that it is important with a closer 

relationship with the European Union and the United Nations.7            

During the last couple of years we have seen promising development in international 

politics. The number of interstate war has decline, the possibility for international 

cooperation has increased and human rights and individual security is on the common 

agenda.  

The strong support that Sweden feels for United Nations in a global perspective is an 

expression for our effort to encourage international peace, security and development. 

Under the last decade the United Nations has been much more effective in addressing 

the major threats to peace and security than it is given credit for, but as Mr. Annan says 

a “major changes are needed if the United Nations is to be effective, efficient and 

equitable in providing collective security for all in the twenty-first century”.8 

But these initiatives to reform the United Nations, according to Mr. Bonian 

Golmohammaid, Secretary General, United Nations Association of Sweden, is not 

coming from Sweden. He says “Sweden’s passivity coincide with the massive critic that 

the United Nations have received recently”. Further down in the article he rights “Of 

curse I know that Sweden is good despite all. But Sweden is no longer the leading voice 

in the discussion around the development of the United Nations and its multilateral 

cooperation”. He ends the article by saying that Sweden has no vision for the United 

Nations.9       

 

                                                
 
6 http://www.riksdagen.se/debatt/9798/forslag/NR1/NR100008.ASP 
7 http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/4058/a/25939 
8 http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/602/31/PDF/N0460231.pdf?OpenElement  pp. 6 
9 Golmohammaid, Bonian Världshorisont #2 2005 pp19-20 
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3.2 Sweden and the United Nations –history and future perspective   

The firs really big report about the United Nation and the Swedish position came out 

1976, thirty years after its formation. It is mostly a historical review about the Swedish 

position in different question, Swedish participation in peacekeeping operations and the 

Swedish engagement in the day to day work. With Sweden’s large engagement in the 

United Nations and by that the insight that Sweden gain on the structure of the United 

Nation, we, together with other countries, recognize the need to strengthen the United 

Nations organization.              

Encouragement to strengthen the United Nation has in the resent years been a mantra 

from almost all government leaders and no one contradict this arguments about the need 

of a updated United Nations 10  

Already in 1965 we can find some voices for reform thoughts. A panel called Saturday 

Review-panel came up with some recommendations for reforming the United Nations 

and they are as actual today (1976)  

 

• Fully and obligatory disarmaments of all countries, gradually conducted in 

a controlled way. Countries can only possess an army big enough for 

internal stabilization. 

 

• To uphold international peace and security a sanding United Nation peace 

force should be establish. 

• General Assembly should be given the power to make binding decisions 

• A global developing program. Some of the money saved in the disarmament 

would be used to support less socially and economic develop countries. 

• A new system to increase United Nations financially 

• A control system to protect member sates ageist exceeded authority from 

United Nation.11         

 

What we can add to that, from the Swedish side, is to take in to consideration questions 

about the environment, the space and the ocean bottom.  

                                                
 
10 Huldt, Bo Sverige och Förenta Nationerna –histiria och framtidsperspektiv (Sekretariatet för          
framtidsstudier, 1976) pp 141  
11 Ditto pp 142 
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The increase in complexity of international politics, in mutual dependence, in threats 

such as nuclear proliferation and environmental pollutions, etc forces us to see the 

necessity of god international control. This dose not implies a “world government” but 

we need to give-up some of our national sovereignty in some fields fore the common 

god.12  

To keep the support from its members the United Nations need to act in relevant matters 

for its members. But do we really want a strong supranational United Nations as we all 

say. What will happen to our independence and how is it possible to act as a sovereign 

state? 

It is clear that Sweden it self have not act as a strong single voice in the United Nations. 

Previously Sweden acted together with group of countries that have the same point of 

view on different issues. According to Mr. Ingvar Carlson Sweden together with the rest 

of the Nordic countries, Canada, New Zeeland and Australia formed an unofficial 

gathering, so that they could stronger emphasize there opinions.13 

At present time it stands clear that Sweden have distant them self from this informal 

group and adopted a deeper engagement with the European Union. In an official 

document dated 030306 from the Swedish government they write that on common bases 

a close co-ordination with the European Union is desirable in almost all questions.14 

United Nations is a unique organization; it has almost all the world’s countries as 

members. Only United Nations has the composition to deal with global security and that 

makes them a role setter for the world as whole. If the United Nations is to be, as Mr. 

Dag Hammarskjöld said, “a dynamic tool for governments” it needs to fulfill its 

obligations to the world’s countries15    

 

3.3 FN måste stärkas – (Speeches of Olof Palme, from 1970 – 1985) 

One person that meant a lot for the voice of Sweden in the United Nations was Olof 

Palme. He consistently advocates the need of United Nations and in many cases he 

argued for a stronger United Nations even in periods of resistant.   

Statement to the General Assembly 1970 The fear from a nuclear war is consistently 

hanging above as. The task for the United Nations is to recharges this fear in to 

                                                
 
12 Ditto pp 154 
13 Interview vith Ingvar Carlson 050413 
14 www.regeringen.se/content/1/c4/10/77/ba7ded6e.pdf  
15 Ditto pp 172 
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solidarity stamped with international cooperation. Up until now the biggest achievement 

that United Nations has done is to promote national independence and by that taken the 

first step towards economic and social liberation from colonial powers. This does not 

imply that they shall be left alone to its destiny. Here the United Nations has a 

tremendous responsibility to actively work with these countries towards peace and 

security. We must therefore strengthen the United Nations international branches so that 

far-reaching international cooperation can be establish.16   

Further-on the primary goal for United Nations is to prevent war by controlling and 

solving conflicts or upcoming conflicts. Discussions can never end, the dialogs across 

borders can never be silence, and deliberation must go on. That is why my country 

always will be prepared to contribute to peace and security. 

The core value for the United Nations is to uphold peace and security and to respect 

human rights. We can never forget the importance of human rights. The human rights 

are an integrated part of fight ageist violence and oppression and that is why the 

question of individuals not only concerns nation states sovereignty, it concerns as all. 

That is why we need to support all efforts to fight injustice, violence and oppression 

ageist mankind. 

Statement to the General Assembly 1975 United Nations is our central political 

forum. It is here that the current deadlock in disarmament negotiation needs to be 

broken. Sweden gives its full support to the General Secretary when he underlines the 

necessity to deal with these questions. It is also important to improve the organization’s 

affectivity and capacity. The United Nations is a symbol for international cooperation’s 

and a structure for peace and solidarity among the world’s peoples. For us it is crucial 

that the United Nations can exercise this universal roll – without exceptions. I believe 

that if we work together there will never be a real threat to the organization’s existence. 

United Nations will live as long as we, the member states, work for it and with it. 

Statement to the General Assembly 1985 Let me begin by saying that, we the 

representatives of the Swedish people, believe in this Organization. We are all aware of 

the ups and downs in this organization, but remember the United Nations is only in the 

beginning of its being. We can not blame this organization for our own imperfections. It 

                                                
 
16 Olsson Claes, Gustavsson Christer, FN måste stärkas – Olof Palmes tal i FN 1970-1985 pp 14-16 
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is not the United Nations that not responded, it is we how not responded to the United 

Nations.17                          

The veto right has, in many cases, prohibit the Security Council to act. The cure is not 

to ban this rule but to create an international climate were the leading powers recognize 

the small countries, so that collective actions can be taken ageist disturbance of peace. 

The Nordic countries have presented concrete suggestions in this matter. The potential 

of the United Nations would increase if it took an earlier action ageist peace 

disturbance. All the members of the Security Council need to work better with the 

Secretary General in this area. They need also consider not only a peace preservation 

operations but peace preventing operations.18  

The United Nations need to succeed in its support for peace and security and in its fight 

against hunger and poverty there is no other options to international cooperation. Only 

through united efforts can we go from common fear to common security.      

                                      

3.4 Kommer FN att klara den nya tiden? (Will UN handle the new time?)  
   
United Nations got a smashing start into the new millennium. The Secretary General’s 

report, The Millennium Declaration, contained concrete proposal in eight different 

areas, one of them was, strengthening of the United Nations. There are sixty goals to for 

fill in the declaration so it will be a political compass for the United Nations in many 

years ahead. After the Millennium Summit Sweden bear the stamp of its chairmanship 

in the European Union. After Stockholm and Brussels, New York become the most 

active place for the chairmanship. Never before have the European Union assert its 

voice in the biggest world political forum, The United Nations, as under the leadership 

of Sweden.19  

A new stable foundation between New York and Brussels was, under the leadership of 

Sweden, formed in areas such as peacekeeping and conflict preventing operations.  

 The core task for the United Nations is to prevent coming generations from fear and 

suffering. This has always been the foundations in the Swedish foreign and security 

policy. The United Nation can if they allowed the resources. United Nation helped 

Cambodia from there nightmare, it ended the terror in Haiti and it stopped the civil war 

                                                
 
17 Ditto pp 31 
18 Ditto pp 33 
19 Schori Pierre, Kommer FN att klara den nya tiden, pp 11 
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in Guatemala and Mozambique. If the United Nations is given the resources that it 

needed it can prevent such war as in Afghanistan. After the Millennium Declaration and 

the global threat from terrorism there is nothing else to do then strengthen the United 

Nations. All debates, resolutions and meetings must contribute to a stronger and more 

secure United Nations in its ability on the world arena. This is not a new corner stone in 

Swedish foreign policy it has and will have firs priority for Swedish course of actions in 

this organization.20                           

 

3.5 Interviews  

The questions I have asked are so-called open question. I will by that give the 

interviewed person the opportunity to freely express him self and not filing locked by 

the structure of the question. All interviews were carried out by telephone, except for 

the interview with Alf Svensson. Most of the time one question led to another and it 

become to a dialog. The foundation to my interview and the questions will be found in 

the appendix #1 and #2 I will here try to, in my own words, reproduce the 

conversations. 

         

Interview with Alf Svensson   

• Sweden have separately and together with the other Nordic States embossed 

project in the United Nation and then in the intention to limit the bureaucracy. 

Sweden has bin successful to some extent. I have conducted a profound work 

in this matter and presented to the former Secretary General Boutros Boutros 

Gahli. We did not reach all the way so to speak but we came a long way. As 

we speak, the present Secretary General have proposed a deep and well 

thought reform proposition and I hope he succeed. Sweden will be an engine 

this process. 

• The Member States need to fulfill there obligations to the Charter and they 

have to give the economic recourses as decided. 

•  The Security Council needs to be reformed. It has to batter represent today’s 

global situation. A number of UN bodies need a contemporary structure, so 

that they can work more as a discussion club.   

     
                                                
 
20 Ditto pp 25,26 
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Interview with Ingvar Carlsson  

Sweden has under the first fifty years been involved in an informal network, together 

with other Nordic countries but also countries like Austria, New Zeeland and Australia. 

There, we have supported the United Nations both financial and with political will. The 

problem we then were facing were the ongoing conflict between United States and 

Soviet Union. This conflict made it more and less impossible to raise any question about 

reformation and reconstruction of the UN body. It was not until the end of the cold war 

era, in the beginning of the nineties, when the political situations made it possible to 

more actively deal with this questions. 

 

I had the privilege to lead the Commission on Global Governance called Our Global 

Neighborhood. In that report we purposed a number of reform proceedings to strengthen 

and make the United Nations more effective. To mention some of the most critical 

issues that I think we need to deal with instantly is the Security Council, her we 

proposed an end to the veto right of permanent members and a enlarged Council so it 

better reflect the globalize world. Further on we believe in a UN standing army, an army 

that can on a short notice act, under the Security Council, to prevent or stopping 

conflicts, this we believe is something that will strengthen and give the United Nations 

some of its credibility back. We also purposed a new Court of Criminal Justice to 

reinforce the United Nations. This one was impost in July 1998 in Rom.   

 

I know that critics think that the United Nations is a non-democratic organization. Small 

countries, as the Samoa Island with less then fifty thousand inhabitant have the same 

power as India with close to one billion inhabitants. Were dictatorial states has the same 

influence as democratic states. But we can not make any separations among the 

countries, we can not divide the world in half, still we think that one country one voice 

is the best way.                                              

  

Interview with Gunnar Lassinantti 

Sweden has been a member of the United Nations since 1946, soon sixty year. Sweden 

has always supported the United Nations financially and politically over the years. 

Sweden have actively participated from the days of Dag Hammarskjöld in the early 

fifties, to Olof Palme under the seventies up to the mid eighties, then under a ten years 

period with Ingvar Carlsson, up until today with Göran Persson. In addition to these 
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men we have our ambassadors that have carried out the Swedish standpoint over the 

years. For Mr. Palme’s concerned, how had a strong engagement for solidarity and the 

small countries right, I can say that he was deeply involved in the work of the United 

Nations. When he becomes the head of the Swedish government the colonial power 

structure was almost over but the apartheid situation in southern Africa was in its peak. 

Furthermore, Palme saw the injustice, in rich and pore countries when it comes to the 

sharing world’s recourses as a threat to peace and security. He was not ready to change 

the internal structure of the United Nations but he was always ready to fight for the less 

fortunes as fare as the United Nations Charter vent.  

 

Ingvar Carlsson got from the former Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali the task 

to lead a commission to explore new idée’s for the World Conference on Global 

Governance. Her he, together with his co-worker, recommend a number of changes for 

the United Nations to strengthen its position and become more effective and efficient. 

This leads us in to question number two and three. First of all I believe that the Member 

States need to respect the UN Charter and the need to finically contribute to the 

organization as promise. But we need also to changes the organization in a more 

fundamental way. First we need to have a Security Council that is more representative 

of the world today, not as it was after the WWII. A lot of things have happened since 

then and the world does not look the same as then. We need also to phase-out the veto 

right or at least agree in witch situation the veto right can be used. This I believe would 

make the Security Council more efficient and it gives them better possibilities to more 

rapidly act in upcoming situations.    

 

Interview with Bo Huldt 

Sweden supports the reformation of the UN-system along with the High Level Panel’s 

proposition. But rather to prop the suggestions of new members, in the Security 

Council, with veto tight I believe that Sweden will see an enlargement of the Council 

and especially then from the third-world.  

At the conference in England this spring I had the possibility to talk to the chairman 

fore the High Level Panel Lord Hannay and ask him why we shell believe in 

reformation now, when it went down the drain the last time when Mr. Bhoutrous Ghali 

presented the “An Agenda for Peace”. In contradiction to then, Lord Hannay sad, the 

reasoning for the optimism is that now the world’s people realize that it will not work to 
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carryon like this. But I heard also more skeptical voices saying, “the whole thing may 

run to sand”.  

The thing that I reflect upon is that too much effort is put on the organization and its 

structure rather then on the working methods. An enlargement of the Security Council 

should implement a wider range of questions to deal with. I believe that Sweden would 

support such broadening of the responsibility and that a rotated distribution of the work 

among the members of the Security Council be implemented.  

Something, which I think, that the HLP missed-out to propose is to put up a permanent 

UN force. This is an old proposition that goes back to the days of Dag Hammarskjöld 

and I think that it is as relevant now then it was then. The problem is that almost all 

nations do not won’t to see the General Secretary as a field-marshal with his/her own 

troops.  

I would like to see a reinforcement of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 

They have the same amount of troops now as in 1993 (70 000) and the need fore 

intelligence information is great. The problem here is that the United Nations is not 

aloud to have such activities, which I think is madness.  

At this moment the UN body have proximally 1 million, man and women, out on the 

field and the world is I peace. We can not diminish this organization but we can make it 

more effective and efficient.            

                        

4. THE UNITED NATIONS 

4.1 Background  

When the United Nations system was created, nation- states, some of them imperial 

powers, were dominant. Faith in the ability of governments to protect citizens and 

improve their lives was strong. The world was focused on preventing a third world war 

and avoiding another global depression. Thus the establishment of a set of international, 

intergovernmental institutions to ensure peace and prosperity was a logical and 

welcomed development.21 

Uniting for Peace (UN Resolution 377) empowers the General Assembly to take 

collective action, as needed, when the Security Council is blocked (as it has lately 

been). If the General Assembly is not in session, any of the seven members of the 

                                                
 
21 Our Global Neighbourhood  Ch.1 The Concept of Global Governance  
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Security Council -- or a majority of members of the United Nations -- can convene a 

special session of the General Assembly for this purpose. Specifically: 

"[I]f the Security Council, because of lack of unanimity of the permanent members, fails 

to exercise its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 

security in any case where there appears to be a threat to the peace, breach of the 

peace, or act of aggression, the General Assembly shall consider the matter 

immediately with a view to making appropriate recommendations to Members for 

collective measures, including in the case of a breach of the peace or act of aggression 

the use of armed force when necessary, to maintain or restore international peace and 

security. If not in session at the time, the General Assembly may meet in emergency 

special session within twenty-four hours of the request therefore. Such emergency 

special session shall be called if requested by the Security Council on the vote of any 

seven members, or by a majority of the Members of the United Nations."22 

 

4.2 Our Global Neighbourhood 

A lot of things have changes since United Nations first was created nearly fifty years 

ago. But one thing stands still and it will stand still in the future. No one looks to the 

United Nations with any sense of ownership. Up until today the Charter still proclaims 

that WE are the people of the United Nations. The problem was that under the cold war 

United Nations become the instruments of collective enforcement actions only rarely. 

This implemented that very few obtain the filing of “We the people”  

“This report deals with how the world has been transformed since 1945, making 

changes necessary in our governance arrangements. We make many recommendations, 

some quite radical, for promoting security in its widest sense, including the security of 

people and of the planet. We make recommendations for managing economic 

interdependence, and for reforming the United Nations in ways that also offer a larger 

role to people through the organizations of international civil society. And we address 

the need for extending on the global stage the rule of law that has been so great a 

civilizing influence in national societies”.23 

 

                                                
 
22 http://www.co-intelligence.org/CIPol_UNRes377.html 
23 Our Global Neighbourhood  Co- Chairmen’s Foreword Ingvar Carlsson and Shridath Ramphal 
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The newer countries tried to place the UN centre stage, but the majorities they mustered 

in the General Assembly could only recommend, not determine. Too often the 'new 

majority' mistook voting power for decision making power, with inevitable frustration. 

They simply could not prevail over the minority that exercised power in the Security 

Council. In time, even they lost hope. The United Nations bureaucracy once fired with 

imagination and passion, become frustrated and disillusioned.           

But the United Nations is still us. Membership consists of states representing 

governments, these governments are above all accountable to people for their 

international behaviour. The United Nations is a complex composition, but in its 

essence it is made and maintained by its members. United Nations becomes what we 

make it, our system, our policies, or our practices, it is what member state has 

predetermined. Something is lying on the Secretary General’s table, but regardless from 

that, the United Nations is its members. So when we talk about reforming the United 

Nations it is not a question about changing the structure from the top down. It has to 

start with the national behaviour and national policies. When we criticize how far the 

world’s body has fallen short in different areas we can not talk about a monolithic 

supranational entity, but rather the lapses of members of the United Nations and to some 

degree in the end the people.  

“It is our firm conclusion that the United Nations must continue to play a central role in 

global governance. With its universality, it is the only forum where the governments of 

the world come together on an equal footing and on a regular basis to try to resolve the 

world's most pressing problems. Every effort must be made to give it the credibility and 

resources it requires to fulfill its responsibilities.24 

To be able to do this the Commission on Global Governance has purposed its 

recommendations in preparation for a World Conference on Global Governance. In 

those recommendations there are specific proposals to expand the authority of the 

United Nations.  

 

• UN authority over the global commons 

• An end to the veto power of permanent members of the Security Council 

• A standing UN army  

• A new parliamentary body of "civil society" representatives (NGOs) 
                                                
 
24 Our Global Neighbourhood  Ch.1 The Concept of Global Governance 
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• A new Court of Criminal Justice 

• Expanded authority for the Secretary General 

 
The thing that makes a global commons a reality is the confidence in "global civic 

ethic" witch is base on a core values that can unite people of all cultural, political, 

religious, or philosophical backgrounds. This belief has its foundation in another belief: 

"that governance should be underpinned by democracy at all levels and ultimately by 

the rule of enforceable law." 

The right to a secure life means so much more than freedom from the danger of war. 

"Human security includes safety from chronic threats such as hunger, disease, and 

repression, as well as protection from sudden and harmful disruptions in the patterns of 

daily life. The Commission believes that the security of people must be regarded as a 

goal as important as the security of states." This shift of responsibility of the United 

Nations is significant. Previously, from the responsibility limited to its member states to 

the responsibility for the security of individuals within the boundaries of member states. 

The Commission believes and recommends "that it is necessary to assert...the rights 

and interests of the international community in situations within individual states in 

which the security of people is violated extensively. We believe a global consensus 

exists today for a UN response on humanitarian grounds in cases of gross abuse of the 

security of people." 

The Security Council is the supreme organ of the United Nations system. Initially, the 

Council had eleven members, five with veto power and permanent membership, which 

was the winning countries of the IIWW, China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States. The other six positions rotated in two- year terms among the 

remaining members of the UN General Assembly. The Council now has 15 members 

which would be increased to 23. The proposal stops short of recommending the 

elimination of permanent status, but does recommend that the remaining members serve 

as "standing members" until a full review of member status can be conducted, including 

the permanent members, in the first decade of the next century. A phase-out of the veto 

power of permanent members is recommended. What is more interesting are the 

proposed new principal under witch the Security Council may take action. "We propose 

that the following be used as norms for security policies in the new era: All people, no 

less than all states, have a right to a secure existence;  
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Global security policy should be to prevent conflict and war and to maintain the 

integrity of the planet's life-support systems by eliminating the economic, social, 

environmental, political and military conditions that generate threats to the security of 

people and the planet;  

Military force is not a legitimate political instrument except in self-defence or under UN 

auspices.  

The production and trade in arms should be controlled by the international community. 

 The Commission further believes and recommends that it is crucial to assert the rights 

and interests of the international community in situations within individual states in 

which the security of people is violated extensively. They believe a global consensus 

exists today for a UN response on humanitarian grounds in cases of gross abuse of the 

security of people.  

These statement has significant strengthen the authority of the UN Security Council to 

intervene in the affairs of sovereign states when it establish that the security of 

individuals is in jeopardy. To be able to handle security of individuals based on the core 

values the expanded authority of the Security Council includes military intervention as 

last resort.  

According to the article 43 of the UN Charter the Security Council has the strength to 

authorize such a force, but it has never been done.       

The Commission says: "It is high time that this idea - a United Nations Volunteer Force 

- was made a reality." This force would be standing under the exclusive authority of the 

UN Security Council. The Commission will see a highly trained and well equipped of 

10,000 troops for instant intervention, while more conventional "peace keeping" forces 

are gathering from member nations.    

The idea of Non-Government Organization (NGO) participation in global governance is 

as old as the United Nations. Julius Huxley, who founded the United Nations  

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in 1946, also founded 

the World Conservation Union (IUCN) in 1948. It was the IUCN that effectively 

lobbied the UN General Assembly in 1968 to adopt Resolution #1296, which 

establishes a policy for "accrediting" certain NGOs.  

This proposal, from the Commission, is an extremely significant step in the creation of a 

new form of governance. A qualified member from civil society means a representative 

from an accredited NGO. They propose a Forum of Civil Society. This forum would 
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consist of "300 - 600 representatives of organizations accredited to the General 

Assembly...."    

To further strengthen the participation of NGOs, the Commission recommends the 

creation of a new `Right of Petition' available to international civil society. The 

recommendation calls for the creation of a Council for Petitions, "a high-level panel of 

five to seven persons, independent of governments and selected in their personal 

capacity. It would be appointed by the Secretary-General with approval of the General 

Assembly. It should be a Council that holds in trust `the security of people' and makes 

recommendations to the Secretary-General, the Security Council, and the General 

Assembly." This would provide, according to the Commission, a direct route from the 

local NGO associate of national and international NGOs to the highest levels of global 

governance.   

The Commission also purposes a new International Criminal Court. This court should 

have an “independent prosecutor or a panel of prosecutors....Upon receipt of a 

complaint, the prosecutor's primary responsibility would be to investigate an alleged 

crime. The prosecutor would, of course, have to act independently and not seek or 

receive instructions from any government or other source."    

“The United Nations has faced much greater demands. Its existence is a continuing 

reminder that all nations form part of one world, though evidence is not lacking of the 

world's many divisions. Today's interdependencies are compelling people to recognize 

the unity of the world. People are forced not just to be neighbours but to be good 

neighbours. The practical needs of a shared habitat and the instinct of human solidarity 

are pointing in the same direction. More than ever before people need each other--for 

their welfare, their health, their safety, perhaps even for their survival. Global 

governance must acknowledge that need”.25 

In a real sense the global neighborhood is the home of future generations the home of 

our children. We the Commission hope, that these recommendations will increase the 

opportunity fore future generations better equipped to succeed than their parents were. 

The coming generations will have a deeper sense of solidarity as people of the planet 

than any generation before them. They will be neighbours to a degree no other 

generation on earth has been before. On that rests our hope for our global neighborhood.   

                                                
 
25 Our Global Neighbourhood  Ch. 7,   
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4.3 We the peoples, the role of the United Nations in the 21st century 

“The world did celebrate as the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Eve, in one time 

zone after another, from Kiribati and Fiji westward around the globe to Samoa. People 

of all cultures joined in—not only those for whom the millennium might be thought to 

have a special significance. The Great Wall of China and the Pyramids of Giza were lit 

as brightly as Manger Square in Bethlehem and St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Tokyo, 

Jakarta and New Delhi joined Sydney, Moscow, Paris, New York, Rio de Janeiro and 

hundreds of other cities in hosting millennial festivities. Children’s faces reflected the 

candlelight from Spits Bergen in Norway to Robben Island in South Africa. For 24 

hours the human family celebrated its unity through an unprecedented display of its rich 

diversity. The Millennium Summit affords an opportunity for reflection. The General 

Assembly convened this gathering of Heads of State and Government to address the role 

of the United Nations in the twenty-first century. Both the occasion and the subject 

require us to step back from today’s headlines and take a broader, longer-term view—

of the state of the world and the challenges it poses for this Organization”.26 

These are the launching sentences of the big report, witch the Secretary General Kofi 

Annan published just before the Millennium Summit. Her he describes how the United 

Nations lived in the grip of the cold war and how it was, by that, prevented from 

fulfilling some of its core missions. This report identifies some of the pressing 

challenges faced by the world’s people that fall within the United Nations ambit. Such 

as; globalization and governance, freedom from want, freedom from fear, sustaining our 

future, but also how to renewing the United Nations. He carryon in his introduction that 

“At the national level we must govern better, and at the international level we must 

learn to govern better together”.  Her he indicate that we need a more efficient and 

effective United Nations and that we must do more than just talk about our future.  

In this report Mr. Annan suggest a number of changes in the framework of the United 

Nations.    

Clearly this Organization, as an organization, was built for a different era. Equally 

clearly, not all the current practices are adapted to the needs of today. To be able to deal 

with the challenges that the United Nations is facing, described above, we need to work 

together. Otherwise we will fine these challenges immeasurably more difficult. If we 

will have this organization to our disposal depends ultimately, now as in the past, on the 
                                                
 
26 We the peoples Ch 6, pp. 67 
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commitment of the member sates. Mr. Annan carryon and says “we must also think 

imaginatively how to strengthen the United Nations so that it can better serve states and 

people alike in the new era”. 

Secretary General continues in his report to target two different areas. First he says, 

“We must strive, not to usurp the role of other actors on the world stage, but to become 

a more effective catalyst for change and coordination among them”. 

Mr. Annan wants to use the NGOs, to better participate and play a more vital role on 

collective action at the global level. United Nations need to adapt its deliberative work 

so it can benefit fully from the contributions of civil society. It is clear that NGOs has 

contribute a lot to the United Nations and the world’s people and by that it has much to 

gain by further opening the participation of NGOs in the United Nations organization. 

Mr. Annan propose that “the General Assembly, therefore, to explore ways of improving 

these relationships .As a first step, an expert group, including representatives of civil 

society organizations, might be asked to prepare a study of innovative “best practices” 

in how those organizations contribute to the work of the United Nations in all its 

aspects. Such a study could form the basis for adopting new ways of involving civil 

society more fully in our common endeavours”.27 

United Nations involvement with global policy networks has been extensive but largely 

unplanned. They need to focus more on a systematic approach and they need to 

determine how best to help governments, civil society and the private sector to work 

together to achieving common goals.  

The second area that Mr. Annan stresses is the technical revolution under last decade. 

Her he emphasize the grate promise of the Information Age. The digital revolution has 

unleashed an unprecedented wave of technological changes and to use this 

responsibility, it can greatly improve our chances of defeating poverty and better 

meeting our other priority objectives. Up until now the United Nations has only scratch 

the surface of what the new technology can perform and together with other branches in 

the United Nations family Mr. Annan says “The Information Revolution has the 

potential to radically improve the efficiency of our field operations”. 

Furthermore in this document Mr. Annan talks about the need for the United Nations to 

adopt itself to the changing times. And one field where he sees the need for structural 

modification is the Security Council. Her he says that the “Council must work 
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effectively, but it must also enjoy unquestioned legitimacy”. It is between these two 

criteria that a solution must be found and Mr. Annan urges Member States to tackle this 

challenge without delay. 

Moreover he urges the member states to ensure that the Organization is given the 

necessary resources to carry out its mandates. When responsibility and hopes weigh 

against the resources, the United Nations is confronting with a sobering truth. The 

budget of running its core functions is $1.25 billion dollars a year. That is 4 percent of 

New York City’s annual budget or one million dollars less than the annual budget of 

Tokyo’s Fire Department. The resources are not in parity with the global tasks. Member 

States can not impose new incumbents without adding new resources. To sum up the 

United Nations in the twenty-first century the organization need to organize and 

dedicate it self in such a way that it put its member state and their peoples interest in the 

centre of intention. United Nations objectives will not change; peace, prosperity, social 

justice and sustainable future will still be goal and to reach that they must continue to be 

guided by its founding principles.        

 

4.3:1 United Nations Millennium Declaration, Resolution adopted by the General 

         Assembly 

In September 2000 heads of States and Government gather at the United Nations 

Headquarters on the east river bank in New York.  In the dawn of a new millennium 

they gather to reaffirm there faith in the Organization and its Charter as the 

indispensable foundations fore a more peaceful, prosperous and just world.  

In Chapter eight (VIII) they start by saying “We will spare no effort to make the United 

Nations a more effective instrument for pursuing all of these priorities: the fight for 

development for all the peoples of the world, the fight against poverty, ignorance and 

disease; the fight against injustice; the fight against violence, terror and crime; and the 

fight against the degradation and destruction of our common home”.28 

These are the resolves that were made on the Millennium Summit: 

• To reaffirm the central position of the General Assembly as the chief deliberative, 

policy-making and representative organ of the United Nations, and to enable it to play 

that role effectively. 

                                                
 
28 United Nations Millennium Declaration A/55/L.2 
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• To intensify our efforts to achieve a comprehensive reform of the Security Council in 

all its aspects. 

• To strengthen further the Economic and Social Council, building on its recent 

achievements, to help it fulfil the role ascribed to it in the Charter. 

• To strengthen the International Court of Justice, in order to ensure justice and the rule 

of law in international affairs. 

• To encourage regular consultations and coordination among the principal organs of 

the United Nations in pursuit of their functions. 

• To ensure that the Organization is provided on a timely and predictable basis with the 

resources it needs to carry out its mandates. 

• To urge the Secretariat to make the best use of those resources, in accordance with 

clear rules and procedures agreed by the General Assembly, in the interests of all 

Member States, by adopting the best management practices and technologies available 

and by concentrating on those tasks that reflect the agreed priorities of Member States. 

• To promote adherence to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and 

Associated Personnel. 

• To ensure greater policy coherence and better cooperation between the United 

Nations, its agencies, the Bretton Woods Institutions and the World Trade 

Organization, as well as other multilateral bodies, with a view to achieving a fully 

coordinated approach to the problems of peace and development. 

• To strengthen further cooperation between the United Nations and national 

parliaments through their world organization, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, in 

various fields, including peace and security, economic and social development, 

international law and human rights and democracy and gender issues. 

• To give greater opportunities to the private sector, non-governmental organizations 

and civil society, in general, to contribute to the realization of the Organization’s goals 

and programmes.29 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                
 
29 Ditto  
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4.4 A More secure world: Our shared responsibility 

This is the extensive report from the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and 

Change. This report’s purpose is to suggest how nations can work together to meet the 

formidable challenge. It is the work of a panel of sixteen well reputed and experienced 

people, drawn from different parts of the world, whom were asked by Mr. Annan a year 

ago to assess current threats to international peace and security; to evaluate how well the 

existing policies and institutions have done in addressing those threats; and to 

recommend ways of strengthening the United Nations to provide collective security for 

the twenty-first century. In principal the High-level Panel says, we can no longer see 

problems like terrorism, civil war, extreme poverty in its detail. That is why we must 

take a comprehensive approach to the entire United Nations, not only the day to day 

work but also the structure of our organization. The report put forward, according to 

Chairman Anand Panyarachun, ”a new vision... ” a new vision for United Nations in the 

twenty-first century. Even if the United Nations has been much more effective in 

addressing major threats than it is given credit for it is nonetheless important to make 

the United Nations even more effective and efficient to providing collective security for 

all in the twenty-first century.  

The panel proposes changes that are driven by real-world needs. If approaching the 

issue of reforming the United Nations it is important to combine power and principal. 

The risk is, if you neglect underlying power, that it will fail or become irrelevant. The 

base recommendation is that only distributions of power and no effort to encourage 

international principals will not gain the well needed requirements for a shift in 

international behaviour. What we need to do is to propose changes that will help the 

United Nations to deal with contemporary virulent threats. The central work for the 

panels is based on this view. They have looked for institutional weaknesses in the 

current responses to threats.  

They see following stand as the most urgently in need of reforms: 

• The General Assembly has lost vitality and often fails to focus effectively on the 

most compelling issues of the day. 

• The Security Council will need to be more proactive in the future. For this to 

happen, those who contribute most to the Organization financially, militarily 

and diplomatically should participate more in Council decision-making, and 

those who participate in Council decision-making should contribute more to the 
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Organization. The Security Council needs greater credibility, legitimacy and 

representation to do all that we demand of it. 

• There is a major institutional gap in addressing countries under stress and 

countries emerging from conflict. Such countries often suffer from attention, 

policy guidance and resource deficits. 

• The Security Council has not made the most of the potential advantages of 

working with regional and sub regional organizations. 

• There must be new institutional arrangements to address the economic and 

social threats to international security. 

• The Commission on Human Rights suffers from a legitimacy deficit that casts 

doubts on the overall reputation of the United Nations. 

• There is a need for a more professional and better organized Secretariat that is 

much more capable of concerted action.30 

            

The General Assembly is a universal body representing almost every State in the world. 

It has a very unique legitimacy and by that it must move us towards global harmony in 

policy issues that the world is facing today. The keys to strengthening the General 

Assembly’s role will be focused on the structure. To make the General Assembly a 

more effective instrument than it is today the member states should “renew efforts to 

enable the General Assembly to perform its function as the main deliberative organ of 

the United Nations. This requires a better conceptualization and shortening of the 

agenda, which should reflect the contemporary challenges facing the international 

community. Smaller, more tightly focused committees could help sharpen and improve 

resolutions that are brought to the whole Assembly”. 

To even further strengthen the General Assembly the civil society and NGOs should be 

in some way incorporated. They can provide valuable knowledge and perspectives on 

global issues, by that we “endorse the recommendation of the recently released report 

of the Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations-Civil Society Relations (see 

A/58/817) that the General Assembly should establish a better mechanism to enable 

systematic engagement with civil society organizations”. 

                                                
 
30 A more secure world: Part 4, pp 77 
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The founders of the United Nations intentions were that the primary responsibility for 

the Security Council was to maintain international peace and security. The architecture 

of the Security Council was designed to act resolutely to prevent and remove threats. 

Since the Council was formed peace and security have changed and so has the 

distribution of power between the member states. Decisions taken by the Council often 

require military, financial and political involvement by other States. Decision and 

mandate seems to lack essential components of realism. Often must the Secretary 

General hold out the begging bowl to receive adequate resources and the political 

determination.           

The effectiveness of the Council has improved since the cold war ended but in the most 

critical areas such as genocide and other dreadful incidents the Council has not always 

been equitable in its actions. The financial and military contributions to the United 

Nations from some of the five permanent members are modest compared to their special 

status. 

But overall the Security Council is the body, showed in a resent study, the most capable 

of organizing actions and respond rapidly to new threats. Thus, the challenge for the 

Security Council is to increase both in effectiveness and in credibility and not to be 

forgotten the willingness to act in the face of threats. The Panel believes therefore that 

the Security Council should meet the following principles;  

 

(a) They should, in honoring Article 23 of the Charter of the United Nations, increase 

the involvement in decision-making of those who contribute most to the United 

Nations financially, militarily and diplomatically…Among developed countries, 

achieving or making substantial progress towards the internationally agreed level 

of 0.7 per cent of GNP for ODA should be considered an important criterion of 

contribution; 

(b) They should bring into the decision-making process countries more representative 

of the broader membership, especially of the developing world; 

(c) They should not impair the effectiveness of the Security Council; 

(d) They should increase the democratic and accountable nature of the body.31 
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To satisfy these criteria the Panel believes that an enlargement of the Council is 

necessary. Below is two models that perhaps can bring a resolution or at least raise a 

debate on the issue. 

Both the models distribute seats between four major regional areas. They are identified 

as Africa, Asia and Pacific, Europe and Americas. This is only a recommendation to 

help making a composition of the Security Council.  

 

Model A provides for six new permanent seats, with no veto being created, and three 

new two-year term non-permanent seats, divided among the major regional areas as 

follows: 

 

 
32    
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Model B provides for no new permanent seats but creates a new category of eight four-

year renewable-term seats and one new two-year non-permanent (and non-renewable) 

seat, divided among the major regional areas as follows: 

 

 
 33  

In both models we encouraging Member States that in the General Assembly taking into 

account that Security Council members should be those countries, in the region, that 

“are among the top three financial contributors in their relevant regional area to the 

regular budget, or the top three voluntary contributors from their regional area, or the 

top three troop contributors from their regional area to United Nations peacekeeping 

missions”. 

Furthermore, the Panel strongly recommends that this composition should not be 

regarded as permanent and unchallenged. That is why the Panel purposes a reviving of 

the Security Council in 2020. They also clarify that none of the above models involves 

any expansion of the veto. They also see no practical way of changing the existing 

members veto power. But they do recommend that under any reform proposal, there 

should be no expansion of the veto.  

On top of this more profound suggestions of changes, on the Security Council, the Panel 

purpose that a improve transparency and accountability be incorporated and formalized 

in the Council’s rules of procedure and that they welcome greater civil society 

engagement in the work of the Security Council. 

                                                
 
33 ditto  
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There is according to the Panel a key institutional gap, there is no place in the United 

Nations system explicitly designed to avoid State collapse or a transformation from war 

to peace. There is clearly an international obligation today when States are under stress 

and are on its way from a state of conflict into a more peaceful being. The unique role 

that the United Nation has in this area arises from its international legitimacy.  

Strengthening the United Nations capacity for peace building in the widest sense must 

be a priority for the organization. The United Nations is in need to be able to respond 

effectively from early warning to post-conflict peacebuilding that is why the Panel 

purposes a Peacebuilding Commission. The Commissions core function is to “identify 

countries which are under stress and risk sliding towards State collapse; to organize, in 

partnership with the national Government, proactive assistance in preventing that 

process from developing further; to assist in the planning for transitions between 

conflict and post-conflict peacebuilding; and in particular to marshal and sustain the 

efforts of the international community in post-conflict peacebuilding over whatever 

period may be necessary”.34  

To strengthen the Peacebuilding Commission the Panel suggests that a Peacebuilding 

Support Office should be established. The thought behind the office is to give the 

Commission appropriate secretariat support and to ensure that the Secretary-General is 

able to integrate system-wide peacebuilding policies and strategies.  

To reinforce the ability of the Security Council even further, so that they can respond to 

threats faster and more efficiently then hitherto been the case, we need to look at 

regional and subregional groups. Since the establishment of the United Nations, a vast 

number of regional and subregional groupings have been established. Many of these 

groups have a positive influence in there region and have contribute to stability and 

security in the area. These efforts needs to be supported by the United Nations inside 

the framework of the Charter and the United Nations should encourage the 

establishment of such groupings. This would require that “Consultation and 

cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations should be 

expanded and could be formalized in an agreement, covering such issues as meetings of 

the heads of the organizations, more frequent exchange of information and early 
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warning, co-training of civilian and military personnel, and exchange of personnel 

within peace operations”. 

Further more, regional organizations that have a capacity for conflict prevention or 

peacekeeping should place such capacities in the framework of the United Nations 

Standby Arrangements System. No regional group can operate on there own. 

Peacekeeping operations are authorized and accountable by the Security Council. One 

of the most central parts of the United Nations is to protection of the human rights. The 

task for The Commission on Human Rights is to promoting respect for human rights 

globally. In recent years the Commission’s capacity to perform these tasks has been 

undermined. Mostly because States have sought membership in the Commission not to 

strengthen human rights but rather to protect itself from criticism or possibly to criticize 

others. To make human rights systems execute its work effectively and ensuring a better 

fluffiness of its mandate a reformation of this body is therefore necessary. Human rights 

need to be integrated throughout the whole work of the United Nations. Member state 

should also support the Secretary General in his effort to develop domestic human rights 

institutions in countries that emerge from conflicts. Furthermore the Commission has 

become a source of heated international tension and appointments to the Commission 

tend to lack in dynamics. That is why the Commission recommends that the 

membership of the Commission on Human Rights be expanded to universal 

membership so that all members are committed by the Charter to promote human rights. 

To supplementary further to the Commission they recommend that an advisory council 

or panel will be creative. This Panel would consist of 15 independent experts, three 

from each region, to advising on country-specific issues.     

In the long run, Member State should consider upgrading the Commission to become a 

Human Rights Council and be independent from the Economic and Social Council.  

In the end we recommend that a stronger Secretariat. To help the Secretary General 

effectively carry out its mandate they purpose that a second Deputy Secretary General 

should be created, responsible for peace and security. To have one Deputy Secretary 

General focusing on economic and social questions and then another one focusing on 

peace and security would ensure a more systematically overseeing of the work in the  

Secretariat. It is important that the Secretary General is provided with the resources he 

requires. Under the last fifteen years we have witnessed a large expansion in work 

related to conflict prevention and peacebuilding. And at the same time, we have seen a 

decrease in personal recourses. Many of the new challenges requires expertise in 
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different fields and that is why we purpose that “Member States review the relationship 

between the General Assembly and the Secretariat with the aim of substantially 

increasing the flexibility provided to the Secretary-General in the management of his 

staff, subject always to his accountability to the Assembly”.35 

               

4.5 In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all 

This is the latest report from the Secretary General, and also the last one before the 

summit in September 2005, published 21 March 2005. Mr. Annan begins with by 

saying that we have an opportunity of a lifetime, never before do we have the chance to 

pass on a brighter future to our children.36 

The year 2005 present an opportunity to come together in New York to review the 

progress made since the United Nations Millennium Declaration. But not only that, we 

have the chance to reform the United Nations so that it can respond more efficiently end 

effectively to peace and security. This does not imply that the purpose and principal, set 

out in the Charter, should change, quite contrary, purposes should be firm and principles 

constant, practice and organization need to move with the times. If the United Nations is 

to be useful for its Member States and for the world’s peoples, in responding to the 

challenges it is standing for, we need to adopt a more effective instrument for our 

organization.37   

 In the latest years the General Assembly have decline in prestige and its diminishing 

contribution to the Organization’s activities is worrying. This is something that has to 

be reversed, and it can only do that by making the Assembly more effective. That is 

why the General Assembly, according to Mr. Annan “should take bold measures to 

rationalize its work and speed up the deliberative process, notably by streamlining its 

agenda, its committee structure and its procedures for holding plenary debates and 

requesting reports, and by strengthening the role and authority of its President”. 

The United Nations should engage much more actively in the civil society. Under the 

last two decades the civil society has increased rapidly in to the activities that United 

Nations is involved with. This means, that without the civil society United Nations will 

have a hard time to fulfil there goals. The goals are “to further the global goals of the 

                                                
 
35 ditto pp 89-91 
36 In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all pp 3 
37 ditto pp 39,40 
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United Nations, to fight injustice, to enhance human security, to foster a more inclusive 

and harmonious world order and to amplify Southern voices in global debates”. 38  

This requires that the United Nations establish mechanisms enabling the civil society to 

engage fully. The General Assembly needs mechanism to review the decisions of its 

committees so it can avoid overloading the organization and focused on the problems of 

micromanagement the budget. This can only take place if Member States take a serious 

interest in the Assembly.     

Since the end of the cold war the Security Council has become lesser end lesser 

balanced. The Secure Council has increasingly asserted its authority and has enjoyed 

greater unity of purpose among its permanent members but its authority has been 

question because its composition in the insufficiently representation. Given that, it is 

important for the Security Council to maintain its legitimacy, since its primary 

responsibility is to maintain peace and security. That is why Mr. Annan urges Member 

States to consider the two options, models A and B, proposed in the report, A more 

secure world: Our shared responsibility Report of the High-level Panel on Threats, 

Challenges and Change.  

He believes that this action, if taken, will lead to broad representation of the realities of 

the power-structure in today’s world.39   

The Commission on Human Rights has given the international society a universal 

human rights framework and its close engagement with hundreds of civil society 

organizations provides an opportunity for working with civil society that does not exist 

elsewhere. But the capacity to perform has undermined its credibility and this has put a 

shadow on the reputation of the United Nations system as a whole. That is why I believe 

that “If the United Nations is to meet the expectations of men and women everywhere — 

and indeed, if the Organization is to take the cause of human rights as seriously as 

those of security and development — then Member States should agree to replace the 

Commission on Human Rights with a smaller standing Human Rights Council”.40 

Member States would have to decide if they want the Human Rights Council to be a 

principal organ of the United Nations or a subsidiary body of the General Assembly, but 

in either case its members would be elected directly by the General Assembly by a two-

thirds majority of members present and voting. The creation of the Council would 
                                                
 
38 Fifty-eighth session General Assembly Paper A/58/817 pp. 23  
39 Larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all. Pp. 43, 44 
40 ditto pp. 45  
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provide human rights a more authoritative position, corresponding to the primacy of 

human rights in the Charter of the United Nations. Member States should determine the 

composition of the Council and the term of office of its members. Those elected to the 

Council should undertake to abide by the highest human rights standards. 

A capable and effective Secretariat is indispensable to the work of the United Nations. 

As the needs of the Organization have changed, so too must the Secretariat. We need to 

realign the Secretariat’s structure so it better match the responsibility and priorities that 

is present today.  

To achieve real progress in new areas requires a crew with skill and experience. That is 

why I “request the General Assembly to provide me with the authority and resources to 

pursue a one-time staff buyout so as to refresh and realign the staff to meet current 

needs”.  

In addition, I will strengthen the scientific aspect of our work. That is someone how can 

provide strategic forward-looking scientific advice on policy matters. That is why I 

intend to appoint a Scientific Adviser to the Secretary General.  

We all agree that the Secretariat must be empowered to fulfil its task. The High-level 

Panel suggested that I appoint a second Deputy Secretary General to improve the 

process of peace and security. Instead, I suggest that a cabinet-style decision-making 

mechanism be created, to improve both policy and management. This would be, 

initially, a small group and with the Secretary General as Chief Administrative Officer 

of the Organization, how is given higher levels of authority and flexibility, the Cabinet 

can be adjusted in number of Members if the Secretary General sees it necessary. That’s 

why Member States should work together with the Secretary General to undertake a 

comprehensive review of the budget and human resources rules under which we 

operate.41 

The Humanitarian Response system is a system that rely showed its capacity after the 

Indian Ocean tsunami. The system was able to provide massive relief to all tsunami-

effected countries. But at the same time the assistance to displaced people in Darfur is 

falling well short and the slow humanitarian respond in the Democratic Republic in 

Congo is with all right criticized. We need to predict emergencies more rapidly and to 

do that, I believe, there are three criterions. First, the humanitarian system needs a more 

predictable response capacity too handle everything from water and sanitation to shelter 
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and camp management. When crises are underway we need to act quicker and with 

more flexibility. Secondly, we need predictable funding the generosity showed under 

tsunami crises needs to become a role, not an exception. And thirdly, we need 

predictable rights and guaranteed security for our humanitarian workers. These issues 

are under magnifier by the Emergency Relief Coordinator and I expect them to “include 

a series of proposals for new standby arrangements for personnel and equipment to 

ensure the capacity to respond immediately to major disasters and other emergencies, if 

need be in several areas at the same time”.42 

 

4.6 THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS REPORT 2005 

When Mr. Nelson Mandela held a speech in early February, 2005 he predicted what to 

be the outcome of the 2005 World Summit when he sad “Massive poverty and obscene 

inequality are such terrible scourges of our times that they… have to be rank as social 

evils.”43 This is something that the Summit could come to an agreement on. The 

Millennium Development Goals added deadlines, roadmaps and indicators for a social 

pathos in the new century. Here the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the faith 

in the United Nations and the Millennium Declaration, which were adopted at the dawn 

of the twenty-first century.44  

They agreed on to halve the proportion of people living on less than one dollar a day, to 

make certain that all boys and girls complete primary school, to reduce child mortality 

by two-thirds, to promote gender equality, to reduce women dying in childbirth by 

three-quarters, to fight against HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, to pursue good 

governance and sound macroeconomic policies all in the way of creating a more 

peaceful, prosperous and democratic world and all to be fulfilled to the end of 2015.45  

But there were no progress for an enlargement of the Security Council, only a semi 

improvement in the replacement of the Commission for Human Rights by a human 

rights council, since the power of this body not been stipulated. The only reform that 

would improve efficiency in human rights would be to establish an international court 

of human rights.46  

                                                
 
42 ditto pp. 50,51 
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No agreement could be reach in the matter of the Peacebuilding Commission. Europe 

and America would like to see it under the Security Council but developing countries, 

witch think that the Security Council has already to much power, want the 

Peacebuilding Commission to come under the General Assembly or the Economic and 

Social Council. A combination of both is under advisement but so fare no progress.47  

In the matter of the Secretariat and management reform the member state; recognize, 

emphasize, urge, welcome, pledge and reaffirmed the need of a strong and efficient 

Secretariat bur they didn’t have the guts to purpose any real changes. But they requested 

the Secretary General to make proposals to the General Assembly how the Secretariat 

could be more effective and efficient. This is something Mr. Annan has done the last ten 

years with little or no progress.                             

The constant battle between national sovereignty and UN efficiency is and well be a 

very hard case to crack even if we are entering a new century.    

 

5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  

I will not in this summary and conclusions try to repeat my self but merely walk you 

through in a brief way what I have discovered and of course answer the questions that I 

posed in the beginning of this essay.   

Sweden has under the years since it become member of the United Nations always acted 

in favor of the organization. According to Mr. Carlson we are one of the countries that 

have contributed most to the organization’s finance and political will. Sometime it 

seems that we did, or maybe do, everything that the organization asked as, without 

asking any questions. But there were times when we, more then now, criticized the 

United Nations not to say that we not criticizes the United Nations today but the critic 

was more acidulous the it is now. 

This was the time of early seventies to the mid nineteen eighties. Olof Palme saw early 

the conflict between national sovereignty and efficiency of the United Nations, he 

recognize not only the conflict between west and east but also the clashes between north 

and south or to say rich and poor and he did not hesitate to confront the United Nations 

with this insight. 

I think that we, as one of the members, have contributed in a positive way to the United 

Nations that we have today, if that is something to be proud of I leave to other to 
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discuss, but was remains is that we have had many top position in the organization. Not 

only the Secretary General’s positions but also as chairman in different commissions 

and operations. We as a nation have international confidence and I believe that this is 

one of the most important ingredients to be able to have some sort of influence in an 

organization like the United Nations. Sweden has by that played a central roll in the 

ongoing reform works. Ingvar Carlsson had the possibility to lead really the first 

commission about reforming and rethinking the United Nations. He together with the 

rest of the commission proposed a number of reform ideas how to make the United 

Nations more efficient and effective and how to better reflect the globalize world. 

Without repeating all of them I cam mention, a standing UN-army, ending of veto 

power, expanded authority for the Secretary General and better integrations with NGOs. 

After this rapport and with a new Secretary General member states realized the need of 

drastic changes if the United Nations would to live beyond a new millennium.  

Before the Millennium Summit Mr. Annan published a report, as a guideline, for the 

heads of Member States to consider. Her he target two areas to take in to considerations, 

the participations of NGOs and the technical revolution. But more important he urges 

the member states to ensure that the Organization is given the necessary recourses. 

In September the same year they all gather-up at the East River Bank in NY for the 

Millennium Summit. Here they decided that, to intensify comprehensive reform of the 

Security Council, to provide resources so it can carry out its mandate, to adopt new 

technology to increase its efficiency and to give grater opportunities for NGOs to realize 

the organization’s goals and programs. 

To work with these proposals a new panel was created called High-level Panel on 

Threats, Challenges and Change. This panels purpose was to suggest how nations can 

work together to meet new challenges. They canalize by them self some important 

issues that the United Nations was facing; the lost in vitality of the General Assembly, 

the Security Council needs better credibility and the Commission on Human Rights 

suffers from legitimacy. The proposal that the Panel came with is probably the most 

profound so fare in reform thoughts. The General Assembly should shorten its agenda 

and smaller more tightly focus comities could help sharpening and improve the whole 

Assembly. The most insightful idée that they put forward is the one about the new 

reformed Security Council. Without going in to details, they added more members to 

the Council so it better reflect the globalize world and they also split the world into four 
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different regions and made suggestions how many countries from witch region should 

act in the Council. 

To reinforce the Commission on Human Rights they suggest an upgrade it to a Human 

Rights Council.  

For only a couple of month ago the Secretary General Mr. Kofi Annan came with a 

publication called “In larger freedom”. Here he emphasizes, in general, the importance 

of the United Nations, but he also stressed some vital reform proposals. The need for a 

streamlined General Assembly, that the Member States consider the two models called 

A and B for the Security Council, to replace the Commission of Human Rights for a 

new smaller standing Human Rights Council and to strengthen the position of the 

Secretary General.  

Of the outcome of this reform proposals become almost nothing. But some progress was 

made at the 2005 World Summit. To further strengthen the United Nations human rights 

machinery, they decided to create a Human Rights Council and they also supported a 

reformation of the Security Council to make it more efficient and legitimate, but they 

failed to say how.      

What is clear is that if the United Nations is to handle the new threats and challenges, if 

they are to have legitimacy among the world’s countries, if they are to carry out the 

wish that no one shall feel fear and insecurity, the organization need drastic changes and 

they need it now.       

Further studies in this subject are unlimited. But off course all of them how has an 

interest in this subject are locking forward to the Summit in September and off course 

the outcome of the meeting. I have been looking only to the framework of the United 

Nations something that is equally important is to study is the outcome and realization of 

the decisions that the United Nations make.          

                             

5.1 MY OWN THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ABOUT UNITED NATIONS FUTURE   

I believe that a realistic way of modernizing the Security Council would be to establish 

a new category of permanent members without a right of veto and combine it with 

restricted access of the current permanent members of the Security Council to exercise 

their right of veto. The ultimate goal must be veto-free culture and cooperation. 

Being one of the most criticized elements of the United Nations decision-making 

structure, the right of veto in the Security Council is considered a symbol of the United 
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Nations lack of efficiency and ability to tackle some of the most important conflicts in 

the world.   

This decision-making structure is also important as regards the legitimacy of the UN 

system among the world’s most powerful nations. Extensive changes to the decision-

making structure might have a significant impact on the support for the United Nations 

system among the most important players on the international political scene.   

Nevertheless, I believe that the United Nations should aim at a veto-free culture in the 

Security Council. There is no doubt that the veto-based decision-making structure has a 

number of negative features. Sensitive matters often trigger repeated vetoes, which 

means that the Security Council is unable to act in areas that are in fact clearly within its 

area of competence.  

I consider the Security Council a core issue for the future of United Nations I also see 

the problem with, who will be the new members, and who will not. I totally agree that 

the Security Council need to be more representative and better reflect the contemporary 

world. But at the same time I see the problem with efficiency. If more countries gain 

access to the Security Council the Council will be more representative and it may reflect 

the world better but the relations between effectiveness and the degree of representative 

is not necessary complementary qualities. If to enlarge the Security Council I believe 

that Model B, purposed in the document A/59/2005, is the most sober one. Here you 

have renewable seats instead of new permanent seats, as purposed in Model A, and I do 

not think that more permanent seats are the way to go.  

If a CEO decides something it will instantly be implemented in the whole company. I 

do not believe that we can have the same structure to reach efficiency, in the United 

Nation, but I believe that to make an expanded Security Council efficient we need to put 

a moratorium on the veto right on some of the questions ex. peace enforcement.      

 

Government, and by that people, tend to have extremely high expectation of what the 

United Nation can and should do. The risk is that when the United Nations fails to fulfill 

these expectations people tend to be very disappointed. But states disappointment only 

reflect their own unwillingness to handover some of its sovereignty, as they consider its 

protection agents a chaotic world. This, I believe, is the core issue. States are not wiling 

to give up its sovereignty to gain unity. National-state and nationalism, as a supreme 

ideology, seems to be more vigorous then internationalism. 
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United Nations do not exercise any power from power it self, but rather from its force of 

the values that they represent. The role is to help and establish sustainable global norms 

based on its core values. And by that I still think that United Nations reflect humanity’s 

greatest hopes for a just and peaceful global community. We can take about reformation 

and new structure for the United Nations but in the end it all comes down to if Member 

States will give the support, in all areas, so that the United Nations can work as the 

unifying body among the world’s countries.    

 

The Commission does not discuss why the activity of accredited NGOs and their 

affiliates is "expanding democracy" through civil society participation, while at the 

same time activity of non-accredited civil society is "political pressure," and "populist 

action." I think that if the General Assembly is to expand its credibility and its 

legitimacy they need to incorporate maybe more then just States. Maybe it is time for 

NGOs to have representatives in the General Assembly so that they can more actively 

participate in the decision process. My standpoint for saying that is that I believe that if 

the United Nations is to handle all the different tasks that they have been taken on there 

shoulders. They need to better cooperate with NGOs. Without such organizations as the 

Médecins Sans Frontières, Red Cross and the Red Crescent Movement the United 

Nations will not and can not keep up with the world’s need. The question is; do 

countries represent the world’s people or can NGOs complement Member States in the 

General Assembly. 

 

As I see it many of the idée’s and god thoughts that been presented in various reports 

and documents seem to be the final goal rather than the way to the final target. The main 

goal is to create peace and security in all the world’s countries. I believe that to manage 

this, the United Nation need to create some sort of permanent “Peacebuilding 

Commission”. There is something like this today but it is not developed for its task. 

This commission I believe could prevented the catastrophe in Sudan and the region of 

Darfur, or what happened in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The mission for this 

group would be to report directly to the Security Council, so that actions can be taken 

instantly and without delay. 

 

The question is, if the proposed reformation of the structure, in the HLP, is sufficient 

enough to bring the United Nations back on track. Almost all changes in the past tend to 
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be behind the curve. I agree with Mr. Huldt that a standing UN-army is something that 

would increase the efficiency of the United Nation. With an enlargement of the Security 

Council comes a greater responsibility and an army could be one of them. The UN-army 

would be under the jurisdiction of the Security Council and not by the Secretariat. This 

is to eliminate the risk of having a Secretary General as a field marshal.  

 

What is clear is that it is not only the United Nations that needs to be reformed. As 

Samantha Power wrights48 “you can’t blame Madison Square Garden when the New 

York Knicks play badly”. It is the behavior and priorities among the member states that 

need to be reformed, as well I believe, the structure of the United Nations organization.                         

 

In the ending of his book “Ispoved na zadannuju temu” freely translated to “The 

confession” Mr. Boris Jeltsin writes, freely translated to, “I believe that these changes 

will make even us revalue the things that we so proudly call perestroika. And soon we 

will understand that we are the only country in the world that will enter the new 

millennium with an ideology from the seventeen-century”.49       

I hope that when the heads of Member States, in September, all come together at the 

East River Bank in New York,  have the courage and the political determination to let 

go from the post-IIWW structure to the, so well needed, new architecture  for the United 

Nation in the 21st millennium.   

To end this essay I think that these words of Kofi Annan summering-up the whole idea 

of the United Nations and what this organization stands for and what we can require 

from the same.    

       "In the prospect of an international criminal court lies the 
promise of universal justice. That is the simple and soaring 
hope of this vision. We are close to its realization. We will do 
our part to see it through till the end. We ask you . . . to do 
yours in our struggle to ensure that no ruler, no State, no junta 
and no army anywhere can abuse human rights with impunity. 
Only then will the innocents of distant wars and conflicts know 
that they, too, may sleep under the cover of justice; that they, 
too, have rights, and that those who violate those rights will be 
punished."   
 

Kofi A Annan, United Nations Secretary-General 

                                                
 
48 http://mondediplo.com/2005/09/04reforming?var_recherche=UN 
49 Jeltsin B, Bekännelsen pp. 239  
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