
Capturing the antecedents and  
aftermath of a family business process

The entrepreneurial journey of a displaced 

agricultural family in Colombia

Doctoral Thesis

Enrique Sandino Vargas  

Jönköping University

Jönköping International Business School

JIBS Dissertation Series No. 143 • 2020





Doctoral Thesis

Jönköping University

Jönköping International Business School

JIBS Dissertation Series No. 143 • 2020

Capturing the antecedents and  
aftermath of a family business process

The entrepreneurial journey of a displaced 

agricultural family in Colombia

Enrique Sandino Vargas  



Doctoral Thesis in Business Administration

Capturing the antecedents and aftermath of a family business process:  

The entrepreneurial journey of a displaced agricultural family in Colombia

JIBS Dissertation Series No. 143

© 2020 Enrique Sandino Vargas and Jönköping International Business School

Publisher:

Jönköping International Business School, Jönköping University

P.O. Box 1026

SE-551 11 Jönköping

Tel. +46 36 10 10 00

www.ju.se

Printed by Stema Specialtryck AB 2020

ISSN 1403-0470

ISBN 978-91-7914-006-9

SV
ANENMÄRKET

Trycksak
3041 0234





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ISSN 1403-0470

ISBN 978-91-86345-XX-X

ENRIQUE SANDINO VARGAS

?

ISSN 1403-0470

ISBN 978-91-7914-006-9

ENRIQUE SANDINO VARGAS is a PhD candidate at Jönköping 
International Business School and is affiliated to the Centre for Family 
Entrepreneurship and Ownership. Enrique works for Universidad 
Antonio Nariño in Colombia and served as the Dean of the School 
of Accounting. His research, which focuses on the entrepreneurial 
journey of displaced agricultural families, has been presented in 
several academic arenas, including the Kroc Institute for International 
Peace Studies (University of Notre Dame), the Center for Family 
Business (Lancaster University Management School), and is regularly 
disseminated in the Colombian media.

 

  

This study examines a displaced agricultural family’s entrepreneurial journey in Colombia 

relying on a single case study and following an inductive and interpretivist approach. The 

main objective of the dissertation is explaining how family interactions, historical events, 

and context influence the family’s decision to start and potentially reactivate the agricultural 

family business. Following the displaced agricultural family through its life context, this study 

interprets the family members’ accounts of the formation of the family and its business, land 

displacement and restitution, and the potential reactivation of the business in the backdrop 

of violence, crime, and land evictions in Colombia. The agricultural family’s entrepreneurial 

journey is interpreted along four phases to make sense of the family’s interactions and the 

critical events as per family accounts. The study extends habitualization as a perspective 

for addressing the underlying processes that influenced the family’s entrepreneurial 

journey before creating its family business and after the business exit. It proposes that the 

habitualization perspective can help us better understand the entrepreneurial journeys of 

displaced agricultural families. Habitualization provides a bridge connecting a family’s past 

with its present and future. This dissertation also sheds light on the entrepreneurial journey 

of creating and recreating family dynamics around the possibility of starting and potentially 

reactivating a family business considering the family’s land and observing the effects of its 

contextual circumstances.
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