Visual poetry in poetical picturebooks
Since modernism picturebook typography and its visual display in cooperation with the
image have been used to produce iconotext (Druker 2008; Beckett 2012). Typographical
arrangement can for example create the illusion of movement, time and space and
sonorous effects (Druker 2008). It can also imitate a still image as is the case in artists’
books (Beckett 2012). The use of picturebook typography has parallels to visual poetry
(Druker 2008). The connection Druker detects between visual poetry and picturebook
text has, however, major focus on the influences on the plot, character and setting, and
less on the influences from the poetry-genre.
During the last decades picturebooks with traits that correspond to those defining the
genre of poetry have emerged. (Rhedin 2004). The poetical picturebook is characterized
by Rhedin as depicting rather than narrating, but her focus is mainly on the picturebook
illustration, not on the poetical traits of the text.
The aim of this paper is therefore to explore the influence of poetry in the text of poetical
picturebooks and contribute with knowledge about how the use of visual devices in
cooperation with the picturebook image creates a poetic iconotext. What influences from
poetry in the picturebook text, and particularly from visual poetry, can be found in the
material?
This study will be carried out by combining findings by Druker and Beckett with
Rhedin’s about the poetical traits in picturebooks, but also by adding theories/findings
concerning visual aspects of poetry (Olsson 2007; Elleström 2011) and poetry combined
with images (Almgren White 2011). Elleström develops a typology for visual iconicity of
poetry and distinguishes between visual and auditive material signs, that also will be
tested.
The expected result is to show examples of how the figurative language of poetry about
instant moments, atmospheres, emotions and mental states contributes visually to create a
poetic iconotext.
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