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The final months of 2017 have witnessed the birth of a movement, the #Metoo 

movement, which started after several Hollywood actresses have accused famed 

producer Harvey Weinstein of sexual harassment. The movement is an ongoing 

prevalent phenomenon on social media where its aim is to demonstrate the frequency 

and widespread of sexual harassment in all sectors of work, whereas the movement 

Media has been widely reporting on the movement and has given a platform to several 

women to speak their truths. In my research, I aim to conduct a comparative study of 

how three mainstream media outlets have covered the moment on their websites. The 

media outlets chosen are Aljazeera, BBC and CNN. The theoretical framework for 

the study will revolve around theories of representation, power, and to help in 

understanding how mainstream media represents the #Metoo movement on their 

news websites A total of 15 articles will be analyzed through a Multimodal Critical 

Discourse Analysis. The study concluded that the #Metoo movement is represented 

through a constructionist approach, and there are minor differences between the three 

distinctive international mainstream media news websites.  

Keywords:  #Metoo, Mainstream media, Media Representation, Ideology, Power, 

Critical Discourse Analysis, Feminist Studies 
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Introduction 

Women have faced discrimination from their male counterparts in the past, due to the 

male dominance of institutions that oppress women. According to Lerner (1975a, as 

cited in, Bennett, 1989), women are oppressed through the degrading activities instituted 

by men in organized society, which denies them access to opportunities that would 

render them equal to their counterparts. Due to the historical lack of equality that women 

faced, the feminist movement began to challenge the misogynistic institutions and call 

for equal rights between men and women.  

Since the 19th century, the feminist movement has stood up for the rights of women 

across numerous societies in the world. The feminist movement has challenged the 

unjust treatment that women went through in their communities, and confronted the 

misogynistic inequality, to give a fair opportunity for women across the globe.  

In 2017, a new feminist movement became prominent on social media, the #Metoo 

movement. According to #MeToo (n.d), the movement was started in 2006 by Tarana 

Burke, an African American feminist activist to help survivors of sexual violence and 

young women of color, from impoverished communities to find the rightful means to 

heal. The movement has now flourished to include all survivors of all types of sexual 

violence to speak their truths and start a conversation regarding the impact of such 

atrocious acts. 

#Metoo garnered the attention of mainstream media on October 15th, 2017, when 

according to Garcia (2018), a tweet by American actress Alyssa Milano encouraged 

those who have been victims of abuse and sexual harassment to come forward and tweet 

‘#Metoo’. The tweet by Milano was provoked by the accusations of several women 

against famed film producer Harvey Weinstein, Milano sought to open a conversation 

where all victims had a platform to discuss the widespread of this violence in the 

workplace especially on females.  

Soon enough, the viral hashtag became extensively used across all social media 

platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat, where victims of sexual 

harassment and abuse tweeted, posted or shared #Metoo. This ignited a conversation 

encouraging several women with different employment statuses to come forward and 

give an account of their discordant realities.   
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News regarding the viral hashtag became prevalent, and several news channels and 

websites began to report on #Metoo extensively.  

Aim and Purpose 

 The aim of this study is to understand how the #Metoo movement is represented in 

international mainstream media. The study will concentrate on how three different 

mainstream news channels have represented #Metoo during the birth of the popular 

feminist social media movement on October 15th, 2017. I will analyze the representation 

of the movement during the first two months due to the extensive coverage regarding the 

hashtag phenomenon. The chosen mainstream media outlets are Aljazeera, BBC, and 

CNN. In which these three mainstream media outlets have different newsroom agendas, 

are in different regions of the world, and targeting different audiences.   

Research Questions 

 

RQ1: How is the #Metoo movement represented by the chosen mainstream news on 

their websites? 

RQ2: What are the similarities and differences in the online coverage of the #Metoo 

movement in the chosen mainstream news outlets? 

Literature Review of Previous Research 

Search Criteria  

 

The following previous research was digitally retrieved using Google Scholar, 

Jönköping University library, and the Feminist Studies Journal.  The literature was 

gathered using the keywords “Representation”, “Feminism”, “Feminist”, “Women’s 

Movement”, “Media” and “News”.  

The following previous research is allocated and divided into themes in relation to their 

aim of study.  
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Representation of Second-wave and Third-wave Feminism 

  

The studies below by Kaitlynn Mendes refer to research that tackled the representation 

of the second-wave and third wave feminist movements that rose both in the 1960s and 

1990s, respectively in British and American media. The second wave feminism seeks to 

liberate women and expanding their roles from being just mothers, while the third wave 

feminism seeks to fight several injustices that women face, and it is inclusive. Mendes 

used both content and discourse analysis to decipher the representation and the 

discourse used in the news media for these two feminist movements in longitudinal 

studies that covered the timeframe of several years.  

Firstly, Mendes (2011a) carried out a study that analyzed American and British 

newspapers regarding news reports on the second-wave feminist movement during its 

political peak from 1968 till 1982. The study gathered 804 articles using a digital 

database which was analyzed using both content analysis and critical discourse analysis 

to study the construction of post-feminist discourses within the chosen newspapers. In 

the findings, Mendes (2011a) argued that the discourses in both nations differed due to 

specific socio-political contexts. Moreover, Mendes proved that postfeminist discourses 

were rooted within patriarchal and capitalist ideologies, that propagated the idea of 

feminism as redundant and harmful in order to maintain the male privilege within 

society intact.  

Mendes (2011b) also conducted a different study where she analyzed the news reports 

regarding the second-wave feminist movement from 1968 till 1982. The study focused 

on both American and British newspapers where she emphasized on the post-feminist 

discourse.  The analysis was conducted using solely critical discourse analysis on 804 

digitally gathered different American and British newspapers disregarding their social or 

political leanings. Mendes (2011b) concluded that there are differences between both 

nations. Moreover, the post-feminist discourse was contested by patriarchal and 

capitalistic ideologies from an early stage, and after several criticisms, feminism became 

legitimized and found power.   

In addition to that, in another study Mendes (2012c), expanded the timeline of the 

sample from 1968 till 2008 to study the feminist discourse in print media. In the study, 
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the researcher analyzed 998 British and American news articles from national 

newspapers. Using both content analysis and critical discourse analysis, the study 

focused on the methods of discourse regarding feminism in news and how they have 

differed/shifted over time. In the findings, Mendes (2012c), argued that ‘radical’ 

feminism concepts have been removed from the news. Instead, a ‘neo-liberal’ form of 

post-feminist discourse has been applied in representing feminism in both societies.  

The articles conducted by Mendes in 2011 and 2012, informs my study by giving me an 

understanding of how to conduct research on news coverage in two different nations.  

The Framing of Feminism and the Women’s Movement  

 

These studies decipher how media highlights or downplays certain aspects regarding a 

movement. Methods such as content analysis and discourse analysis were used to 

comprehend the issue of the framing of these movements.   

Ashely and Olson (1998) studied the framing of the women movement in print media 

from 1966 till 1986. In the study, two mainstream printed papers and a magazine; The 

New York Times, Times and Newsweek were examined to understand how feminists 

and anti-feminists are framed. Using content analysis and led by the concept of framing, 

the study examined texts by feminists who supported the women’s movement and ‘anti-

feminists’ who deterred the women’s movement. In their findings, Ashley and Olson 

(1998) concluded that both groups weren’t equally considered important. The feminist 

group was delegitimized, and superficial descriptive language was used to describe the 

members while giving no space for the goals of the movement. On the other hand, the 

anti-feminists were described well and celebrated using language that would frame them 

as ‘organized’ and ‘attractive’.  

Following that, is the study conducted by Bronstein (2005) where she analyzed the 

framing of third-wave feminism in mainstream print media and whether stock frames 

(the available frames) form the second-wave feminism is used to represent the newer 

movement. In the study, 94 news articles were analyzed using content and textual 

analysis. The sample was from American national mainstream printed papers, spanning 

from 1992 till 2004. Guided by the framing concept, Bronstein (2005) concluded that 

journalists often portrayed the third-wave against the second-wave rather than ‘through’ 



Nabila Nuraddin 

 

9 
 

it; where third-wave feminism is more friendly and agreeable, second-wave feminism is 

unattractive and mannish.  

Sisco and Lucas (2015) analyzed the media framing of feminism, regarding the 2008 

American presidential race of Hillary Clinton and Sarah Palin. In the study, the authors 

used the concept of feminism to understand the representation of women in the media, 

especially in a leadership role; moreover, the theory of media framing was used to 

decipher how the media linked feminism to candidates and how they framed the feminist 

movement. Sisco and Lucas (2015) collected articles from November 2007 till 

December 2008. They gathered 97 articles in total from national newspapers.  

The study used qualitative discourse analysis. In the findings, the authors concluded that 

the articles focused on how the candidates were/weren’t feminists and on linking 

feminism to the candidates. However, not on program goals and discussion points, but 

rather on a personal level.  

In a different study, Maliki (2011) studied the representation of the Iranian women’s 

movement in the U.S media. The author’s main aim was to understand how U.S media 

frames the movement through the discourse of race, gender, and sexuality. Through a 

discourse analysis, Maliki (2011) focused on American television and news coverage 

regarding the Iranian women’s movement. In her findings, Maliki (2011) concluded that 

the U.S media focused more on framing the Iranian women’s movement through an 

orientalist rhetoric, foregoing to highlight the demands of the movement instead. It also 

focused on setting the movement in opposition to the teachings of Islam where they 

would often portray Iranian women as victims to establish the ‘submissive women’ 

narrative.  

Another research is the one conducted by Barakso and Schaffner (2007) where they 

analyzed the media portrayal of the women’s movement from 1969 to 2004. The study 

examined the coverage of the movement in national media outlets; such as The New 

York Times and nightly newscasts of ABC, CBS, and NBC. The researchers studied the 

abstracts for both chosen media outlets and conducted a content analysis reading the 

coverage of the women’s movement.  

The study concluded that, while the women’s movement covers several issues, the 

sampled data clearly shows that the chosen media focused more on the reproductive 

rights issues, while other issues were downplayed or not covered at all.  
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The studies by Ashley and Olson (1998) and Bronstein (2005), inspired my study to 

have a better understanding how a movement such as the feminist movement is 

represented in high circulated newspapers. 

The studies previously analyzed will inform my understanding the representation of the 

#Metoo movement on mainstream media. Barakso and Schaffner (2007) and Sisco and 

Lucas (2015) give me an understanding of the portrayal and the framing of women in 

power and how media view these women. The study by Bronstein (2005) acts as 

inspiration for understanding how mainstream media can represent feminism. In addition 

to that, the study conducted by Maliki (2011) which studies the framing of the U.S 

media regarding the Iranian women’s movement, gives me a perception regarding the 

framing and the representation of western media on non-western feminist movements.  

Representation of Feminists and Women’s Rights Advocates  

 

The following studies main aim is to comprehend the representation of feminists and 

women’s rights advocates and women in leadership roles in media. Through a 

qualitative study using both content analysis and interviews, the studies shed a light on 

the representations of feminists and women’s rights advocates.  

Stone (1993) examined the relation between the representation of feminists’ opinions 

regarding violence against women and the Toronto Press newspaper. Stone (1993) used 

both content analysis and interviews to further understand the relationship between the 

movement and mass media. Stone (1993) concluded that feminists’ views were 

suppressed and absent from press coverage regarding incidents involving violence 

against women. However, the author retained that there is a glimpse of optimism as there 

is a considerable amount of approach for feminists to express their views in the future.  

Schreiber (2010) studied the portrayal of feminist and conservative women’s advocacy 

in print media. The study analyzed articles from four main American newspapers, The 

New York Times, USA Today, Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post. Schreiber 

(2010) digitally retrieved 864 articles, which were published from 1991 till 2004.  

The data was analyzed using content analysis to provide understanding regarding the 

frequency of media coverage and its characteristics, and whether supporters and 

conservatives of women advocacy are pitted against each other. In the findings, 

Schreiber (2010) concludes that advocates for women’s rights are portrayed more 
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descriptively, while on the other hand, the conservatives for women’s rights are just 

described for their personal beliefs. Overall, the frequency of coverage for both groups is 

similar.  

Walsh (2015) studied the representation of women in leadership roles both in traditional 

and new media. The author focused on Britain, Ireland and the U.S female leaders and 

their media. Guided by the concept of democratization of public sphere, and through the 

usage of feminist critical discourse analysis; the author has drawn the conclusion that 

female political leaders get to be compared and judged in comparison to their male 

counterparts. On the other hand, Walsh (2015, P: 1032) noticed that new media 

platforms allow feminists (both females and males) to disagree, monitor and avoid to a 

certain degree the revealing control of ‘masculinist malestream media’, which is how 

media is structured to cater towards males and their perspectives.  

The study conducted by Stone (1993) contributes to my research a grasp concerning the 

portrayal of feminists and issues related to them, where women were violated, and their 

opinions are suppressed in the concerned articles. Schreiber (2010) studied the frequency 

and portrayal of two diverse groups, ‘the feminists’ and ‘the conservatives’, which 

inspires me to understand how the supporters and the opponents are portrayed during the 

later stage of the birth of the #Metoo movement. The study by Walsh (2015) acts as an 

inspiration in understanding how media often misrepresent women in power to fit a pre-

established narrative.  

Representation of Feminism in Mainstream Media 

 

The following studies focused on the representation of feminism in mainstream media. 

These studies used methods such as content analysis, discourse analysis, and corpus 

linguistic analysis to interpret how several forms of media represent/misrepresent the 

feminist movement.  

Lind and Salo (2002), did a research on the representation of feminists and feminism in 

both television and radio from May 1993 till January 1996. Both researchers analyzed 

the transcripts of the channels using a content analysis to undercover the themes and 

frames present in the representation of that specific group. Lind and Salo (2002) detected 

that ‘feminists’ are treated differently from other ‘women’, they are more personalized 
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and less trivialized. However, feminists and the feminist movement also face a negative 

representation: they are portrayed as odd and demonized by using negative target words.  

Dean (2010), conducted a study to understand how feminism is constructed in 

mainstream media, whilst also understanding what conditions can be affirmed and made 

comprehensible within mainstream public discourse. In the study, the researcher used the 

notion of domestication, which can be defined as the creation of a space where a 

‘moderate’ feminist is affirmed by denying and neglecting an ‘extreme’ feminist.  The 

study used a discourse analysis of two main British newspapers, on two different 

political and ideological spectrums; The Guardian and The Times. In the conclusion, 

Dean (2010), stated that while both chosen newspapers may be different on their 

political tones, they share the tendency of approving the moderate feminist by 

renouncing the extreme version.  

Marling (2010), analyzed the representation of feminism in Estonian print media. The 

study conducted a critical discourse analysis of the Estonian print newspaper The 

Postimees from 1996 till 2005. Along with critical discourse analysis, the study used 

lexical framing (framing using words), and social recontextualization (words and 

meanings are taken from their actual context and introduced into another one) for its 

theoretical structure. In the findings, Marling (2010), has uncovered themes of negative 

representation for feminism. Damaging connotations are attributed to the movement. 

Moreover, the study has revealed how non-feminist social actors are celebrated in 

contrast to adherers to the feminism movement.  

The study led by Jaworska and Krishnamurthy (2012), analyzed the representation of 

feminism both in British and German media from 1990 till 2009. The researchers 

compiled the articles using Nexis UK with the term ‘feminism’ in national newspapers 

only. The study used corpus linguistics to analyze the patterns of discourse in the chosen 

articles. According to Jaworska and Krishnamurthy (2012), feminism is represented in a 

negative manner. The term is often described as outdated and old-fashioned. Moreover, 

the study concluded that issues concerning feminism were often marginalized and 

treated with irony.  

The studies conducted by Lind and Salo (2002), Marling (2010), and Dean (2010), give 

me an important comprehension on the usage of CDA to analyze the representation of 



Nabila Nuraddin 

 

13 
 

feminism in the media. The research done by Jaworska and Krishnamurthy (2012), 

inspires my research on the method used for data gathering  

Research Gap and Contribution 

After considering several previous types of research conducted in the field of media and 

its relation towards feminism/ feminist representation, the following is the research issue 

that my study will seek to contribute to.  

- The novelty of #Metoo Movement 

The #Metoo movement is within the feminist spectrum that calls for an end regarding 

sexual harassment in the workplace. Due to the novelty of this viral movement that came 

into mediated prominence recently, there aren’t many empirical studies conducted on the 

movement.  

Also, my study could contribute to the previous well-researched studies, to further the 

exploration in the field of feminism and media.  As our society evolves and becomes 

more acute regarding media practices and their representation, media has changed its 

tone-deaf approach in representing groups. Hence, it is deemed interesting to add further 

knowledge on the representation of women and feminism with the evolving state of the 

media and the society.  

Theoretical Framework and Concepts 

In this section are the theories that will act as a structure to guide the analysis of the 

representation of the #Metoo movement in mainstream media. Hence identifying the 

relationship between society’s relationship with a movement whose aim is to become a 

platform for women all over the report to support each other, spread awareness and bring 

social change through social media, and mainstream media which aims to influence 

people.   

 In this study where the main notion is to understand how is the #Metoo movement and 

its female supporters represented in the media, the theory of representation was deemed 

appropriate. For identifying the relation of these media organizations and the causes for 

portraying the movement and its female supporters, the theories of power and ideology 

were used to give an additional insight in regard to the data’s findings.  
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Representation 

As stated by Hall (1997), representation is the creation of meaning through language. 

Representation connects meaning and language to a culture.  

Additionally, Hall (1997), elaborated how representation gives meanings to things, we 

make ‘sense of’ the world through the language to understand people and the society 

surrounding us. Hence, representation is an outcome labor of meaning that stems from 

discourse and it is connected to our societal norms and culture, where media as a vehicle 

of representation gives meanings, which leads us to view the world in spectacles 

designated to view it in a different light. It also gives us the means to make sense of the 

people and their communities.  

On another account, Siapera (2010), details the circumstances representation exists in 

and how it manifests in our society. According to Siapera (2010), representation is both 

the outcome of the media production process as it must be understood within contexts of 

production. While on the other hand, representation can’t be formed outside of its 

function, since it will remain suspended until it gets in contact with people or perceived 

by them, so they could decipher their messages in their own way.  

According to Orgad (2014), the process of representation is theorized in two main ways, 

the reflectionist, and the constructionist approach. Both approaches are supported by 

different perspectives on the relationship between the thing that is being represented 

(reality) and the act of representing it.  

Hall (1997,) stated that the reflectionist approach is where the meaning is thought to lay 

in the subject while reflecting the true meaning as it already exists in the world, without 

any hidden or constructed meanings. Whereas for the constructionist approach, it 

acknowledges that meaning is constructed through “representational systems such as 

concepts and signs” (Hall, 1997, P:31). 

Representation is deemed the appropriate theory to understand how media represents a 

movement that affects our culture and conveys it to the readers/viewers.  
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According to Hall (1997), language and representation are key elements in the study of 

culture, as it is vital in understanding how concepts are translated in the linguistic 

universe, where representation whether in written or spoken form carry meanings that 

are ought to be studied.  

Moreover, representation is realized in several sectors that is a product of discourse, 

from language to academic books, and from mass media to images. According to Siapera 

(2010, P.122) discourse precedes and anticipates any cognitive and linguistic aspects of 

representation. In other words, “media representations may have cognitive, linguistic, 

visual, etc. components, but these have already been determined by the discursive 

formations in operation”.  

Power 

According to Fuchs (2017) power has to do with the question of who can influence what 

society looks like, and who controls the means that allow such influence. Castells 

(2007), defines power as the structural capacity of a social actor to dictate its will over 

another social actor (s). Thompson (1987, p: 159), discusses that power enables people 

to act in the pursuit of their aim and interests, “where power is a capacity which enables 

or empowers some agents to make decisions, pursue ends and realize interests”.  On 

another account, Foucault (1991a, P:26-7, as cited in, Heiskala, 2001) states that power 

isn’t perceived as a property, but rather as a strategy that its effects of domination are 

attributed not to appropriation but to dispositions, maneuvers, tactics, techniques, and 

functioning, “that one should decipher in it a network of relations which is constantly 

in activity, rather than a privilege that one possesses”.   

 

Hence, it is clear to witness that power has many different elaborated definitions, where 

for scholars such as Fuchs and Thompson power could be possessed by the dominant 

group and they exercise their ‘possessing power’ on those who don’t have it, to reach 

their own aim; on the other hand, scholars such as Foucault elaborates how power is not 

the property of anyone but rather a scheme that is deciphered in a network of relations.  

Interestingly, Castells (2011) refers to power to networks, as he elaborated how power in 

the network society is exercised through different networks.  
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In a concise manner, the shared notion between these perspectives is how power is used 

to attain a goal or reach an aim. Hence, according to Avelino and Rotmans (2009), 

the nearest definition of power would be, the ability of actors to organize resources to 

attain a certain goal. In addition to that Castells (2011), states that power relationships 

are the foundation of society since institutions and norms are constructed to fulfill the 

interests of those who are in power.  

 

On that note, using power is to recognize the power of social actors, in this case, could 

be the sexual harassers who maintain a position of power who dictate or influence the 

victims of sexual harassment.  Moreover, it is also important to understand the power of 

such movement which fueled by social media, would be all due to ‘mass self-

communication’, and how the movement used social media to connect victims of sexual 

harassment all over the globe to recount their stories through the hashtag.   

 

According to Castells (2007), the rise of mass self-communication created an 

astonishing medium for social movements to build their independence and confront the 

several institutions in their societies, providing an indispensable platform for debate and 

action. Putting the mass self-communication notion into perspective, and the power that 

it gives to the people, it comes as no surprise how social media has helped several social 

changing movements such as #Blacklivesmatter and #Lovewins to report injustices and 

bring change, which gives a new form of power being exercised by ‘weak’ to change the 

reality imposed by the ‘strong or the dominant’.   

 

Regarding #Metoo, different groups of women have experienced this birth of sexual 

harassment self-reporting movement in diverse ways, where there are those who fully 

shared their experiences and those who used it as a platform to gain support from the 

raised awareness from different women across the globe. Hence as stated by Lazar 

(2005), the mechanisms of power not only often work in subtle and complex ways, but 

the relations of asymmetry are also produced and experienced in complexly diverse 

ways for and by different groups of women.  

Ideology 

According to Van Dijk (2000), ideology is a set of essential beliefs of a group and its 

members, Machin and Mayr (2012), state that ideology is the way that ideas and values 

are comprised in the interest of a dominant and powerful group.  
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On another occasion, Van Dijk (2006), explained how ideologies are made of social 

representations that describe the social identity of a group, its essence, and its common 

principles about its central conditions and ways of existence. Thompson (1987), stated 

that studying ideology is to study the ways meaning serve to sustain relations of 

domination and power.  

Additionally, ideology is deeply embedded in our culture, where according to Griffin 

(2006) ideology can be regarded from the perspective of being both a cultural product 

and producer and an essential key in the formation of culture, which constantly 

reproduces itself without ever perfectly replicating itself.  

When it comes to the nature of ideology, the fundamental principle is where there is a 

shared set of ideas and beliefs. According to Griffin (2006, P:80), ideology is a relatively 

organized, and vigorously evolving set of collectively held ideas or beliefs. Whether 

expressed in a spoken manner or in another form such as semiotic, ritual, and behavioral 

form. Ideology’s main socio-psychological purpose regarding the individual is to endow 

them with a sense of identity, purpose, and reality.  

When it comes to discourse, ideology could be traced in the linings of language, where 

according to Van Dijk (2006, P117), ideology is the ultimate basis of the discourses and 

other social practices of the members of social groups as group members. Hence, when 

it comes to communicative interaction either through spoken or written form, group 

members legitimize their actions with reference to ideological discourse. Whereas on an 

individual level, as stated by Griffin (2006), it is the important part of the instinctive 

human drive to plan, rationalize, and condone action or deeds.  

However, putting in mind the notion of the correlation between ideology and discourse, 

the relation between both could be found, yet as stated by Van Dijk (2006), the relation 

between them is intricate and often indirect, since discourse may depend on 

ideologically biased situations, on the ideological way individuals construe events, or 

more directly on general group beliefs that are ideologically controlled.  

Theoretical Framework Summary 

In a nutshell, the previously elaborated theories of representation, power, and ideology 

are to explain the findings during the analysis of the chosen mainstream international 

media. The following is a summary of the theories and their connection in answering the 

stated research questions.  
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Representation 

Representation is where meaning is formulated via the use of language and acts as a link 

between meaning, language, and culture. Moreover, representation is also the product of 

a mediatic process, where there are two forms of representation; reflectionist and 

constructionist. Also, language and representation are vital elements in the study of 

culture, as it is existing in different sectors that deal with discourse.  

Power 

Power tackles questions regarding societal influences and how it looks like, and who 

controls it. Where for scholars such as Fuchs and Thompson, it is owned by individuals 

and used to influence others by reaching one’s aim.  

While on the other hand, Foucault believes how power doesn’t belong by an entity but is 

a tactic that is perceivable in a network of relations, which accommodates Castell's 

approach as he explains that power is exercised through networks. Yet Avelino and 

Rotmans concisely explain, that power is the gathering of resources by social actors to 

attain a certain aim.  

With the creation of self-mass-communication, power has been allocated to individuals 

to exercise their needs freely using new media channels, where issues regarding social 

change are being discussed due to the spread of awareness on these online platforms.   

Ideology  

Ideology is a set of beliefs belonging to both individuals or groups, where its notion is in 

the shared principles regarding its essential circumstances and ways of existence. Also, 

ideology is deeply intricated within our culture, where it is regarded as both a cultural 

product and producer. Concerning discourse, ideology could be found in discourse, 

however it is complex and often indirect, and it depends on the circumstances.  

The three mentioned theories are to tackle the findings that are reached after the CDA 

analysis of the gathered data. Theory of representation will be helpful in answering RQ1 

“How is the #Metoo movement represented in the chosen mainstream news websites?”. 

It is important to understand how these international mainstream media choose to 

represent the #Metoo movement. 

Whereas, for the theories of power and ideology, they would help in answering RQ2 

“What are the similarities and differences in the coverage of the #Metoo movement in 
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the chosen mainstream news websites?”. As it would be of value to understand the 

similarities and differences of these three different media portals.  

Method and Material 

According to the nature of the study where its aim is to analyze the relation between 

representation and power to evaluate the social power structures, a Critical Discourse 

Analysis is deemed the suitable method of analysis for the study. In this study, I aim to 

examine three online mainstream media outlets, which are Aljazeera, BBC, and CNN as 

they represent different newsroom agendas hence assumingly producing different 

representations regarding the #Metoo movement and its female supporters.  

Critical Discourse Analysis 

“CDA sees discourse – language use in speech and writing – as a form of ‘social 

practice’. Describing discourse as social practice implies a dialectical relationship 

between a particular discursive event and the situation(s), institution(s) and social 

structure(s) which frame it: the discursive event is shaped by them, but it also shapes 

them.” (Wodak and Fairclough, 1997a, as cited in, Weiss and Wodak, 2007, P:13). 

CDA regards the use of language in verbal and written speech as a reflection of a 

societal system, where discourse subtly demonstrates a relationship between events, 

situations, social structures and definitive events with language, which helps in shaping 

society in return.   

Moreover, Machin and Mayr (2012), believe that language in relation to power and 

ideology is not only a vehicle of communication or persuasion, but also a method of 

social construction and dominance. Discourse does not simply replicate social processes 

and structure but is itself seen to add to the production and imitation of these processes 

and structures. 

Using CDA as an analytical qualitative method is to investigate the ideology of 

newsrooms and their relation to the movement, also understanding if gender inequalities 

are palpable or obscure in articles published by the mainstream media.  

According to Weiss and Wodak (2003), CDA is essentially interested in investigating 

obscure as well as crystal clear structural relationships of dominance, discrimination, 

power, and control as manifested in language; In a nutshell, CDA aims to examine 
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critically social inequality as it is expressed, established, legitimized, and so on, by the 

usage of language (or in discourse). 

In this study, I have used the Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis where both texts 

and images are studied. According to Machin and Mayr (2012), both texts and images 

recreate meaning, hence it is important to understand how visually and textually the 

#Metoo movement is represented.  

Moreover, in the study excerpts are studied according to the analytical tools mentioned. 

According to Machin and Mayr (2012), CDA frequently deals with the analysis of a 

small number of texts, where only one or two excerpts can be analyzed, as it depends on 

the interest of the analyst regarding the usage of specific linguistic and grammatical 

choices.  

Analytical Tools  

In order to analyze the articles from the three mainstream news outlets (Al Jazeera, 

BBC, and CNN), and the following CDA analytical tools were acquired from Machin 

and Mayr’s 2012 book “How to Do Critical Discourse Analysis. A Multimodal 

Introduction”. The tools help in deciphering the representation of both the #Metoo 

movement and its female supporters both in text and images.  

Discursive Analytical Tools 

 Aggregation 

The first tool to be used in the analysis of the articles for the study will be the 

aggregation tool to determine whether the female supports of the movement and the 

main movement depicted in statistics and uniformed numbers.  

According to Machin and Mayr (2012), aggregation is the method where participants are 

quantified or treated as statistics in texts. Van Leeuwen (2008), explains that with 

aggregation it is often used to normalize practice and to manufacture consensus opinion, 

despite the fact that it presents itself a technique of recording facts.  

Machin and Mayr (2012), indicated an example regarding the use of aggregation in the 

following sentences; 

“Many thousands of immigrants are arriving in…” 

“Scores of Muslims inmates at a high-security prison…” (Machin and Mayr, 2012, 

P:85).  
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Through that example, the subjects are portrayed using quantified units and treated as an 

uninformed group, so rather than stating the exact numbers of the subjects in this case 

‘Muslims’ the author depicted them as a uniformed group.  

Through the usage of this qualitative tool, it is important to comprehend how the female 

supporters of the movement are represented, and if they just merely depicted in 

aggregatory terminologies.  

Individualization vs Collectivization 

Next, to understand the portrayal of the #Metoo movement, it is also of utter important 

to pinpoint whether the supporters are humanized in the text or subjected to 

collectivization.  

Also, it is essential to shed a light on how the chosen mainstream media news portals 

describe the supporters: whether they are individualized which could give the impression 

that this movement is not for every woman, but only for western women, or whether 

they are collectivized and inclusive.  

Hence, individualization vs collectivization is analyzed in the text. As stated by Machin 

and Mayr (2012) this process is used to understand how participants in texts are 

depicted, whether they are individualized or collectivized to show which group is 

humanized.  

In their book, Machin and Mayr (2012), showed an example of how different ways 

groups are described, whether they are humanized or described as a collective unit. 

“Two soldiers, Private John Smith and Jim Jones were killed…”  

“Militants were killed today…” (Machin and Mayr, 2012, P:80) 

Through those two examples, it is clear how the individualization of the soldiers in the 

first example leads the reader to personify the subjects. On the other hand, the second 

example keeps the subjects vague and doesn’t allow an emotional association with the 

reader.  

Objectivation 

Another tool to decipher the representation of the movement and its female supporters is 

through objectivation, where social actors are referenced through features.  
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As stated by Van Leeuween (2008), objectivation is done through a feature reference, 

whereas stated by Machin and Mayr (2012), participants are reduced to a feature.  

The following example from Van Leeuween (2008), shows how black, unskilled, 

Muslim, poor or illegal immigrants in Australia are represented as ‘problems’. 

“Australia is in danger of saddling itself up with a lot of unwanted problems” (Van 

Leeuween, 2008, P: 46). 

The above example shows how a group of people can be represented/misrepresented 

through the usage of certain words to depict them through discourse.  

 Suppression 

The final tool for the textual analysis will be suppression. As stated by Fairclough, 

(2003a, as cited in, Machin and Mayr, 2012), suppression is when text is missing which 

may be important. What is missing from a text is just as essential as what is in a text.  

Moreover, according to Van Leeuwen (2008), suppression plays a part in decreasing the 

number of times specific social actors are overtly referred to or mentioned. The usage of 

this method in the discourse analysis is to discover whether there is any exclusion 

regarding the female supporters or vital information regarding the #Metoo movement in 

the three mainstream news websites. 

 “In Japan, similar concerns are being expressed about a mere trickle of Third World 

immigrants” (Van Leeuwen, 2008, P:29).  

Through that example, it is not clear who expressed the concern, which pushes the 

subjects in the background, and may allude to the reader that the concern is engulfing the 

entire population.  

Visual Analytical Tools 

In addition to the textual analysis of the articles, also a visual analysis of the images 

included in the news articles will be analyzed according to the two following tools 

acquired from Machin and Mayr’s 2012 book. 

Gaze and Pose 

During the analysis of the images included in the articles, it is important to study the 

features of gaze and pose of the images to understand the representation of both the 

movement and its female supporters through gaze and pose.  
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According to Machin and Mayr (2012), in the analysis of images gaze is an important 

part where it guides the reader how to evaluate a subject even if it is not bluntly stated. 

 Moreover, pose is important as well as it able to signify broad values, ideas, and 

identities in images.  

Setting 

In this study, images settings such as the environment of the female supporters will be 

analyzed to understand what the images are trying to communicate to the readers and 

how it can influence them.  

Population and Selection Process 

 

The mainstream news websites are Al Jazeera English, BBC and CNN. The three news 

organizations are English speaking news outlets that represent different perspectives. On 

a macro level, CNN and BBC represent the Western views and on the other hand, 

Aljazeera English represents the Middle Eastern views; while on a micro level, the three 

news organizations carry different discursive approaches towards news.  

In a study conducted by Henery (2010), between the Aljazeera English, BBC and CNN 

on their editorial content stated that while the three global news networks have a 

common quest in providing a global perspective, however, there are major differences 

between the three networks, and one of them being in news presentation. Hence, it is 

fundamental to understand the methods of representation of these three global news 

networks and to decipher what are their similarities and differences in reporting on the 

#Metoo movement.  

Importance of Online News 

As mentioned previously, I chose to study online articles on the mainstream tv channels 

websites, rather than in their original televised format. The reasoning behind this is due 

to the easy access towards the required information, while also the opportunity to filter 

the news related to the #Metoo movement. Moreover, according to Fenton (2010), online 

news has more available space, which gives possibilities for more news to be covered. 

Also, it has the ability to provide up to date information that is characterized by speed.  

15 news articles were gathered through searching on both the news portals and Google 

search, where befitting keywords for the articles were used; keywords were (#Metoo), 

(Feminist), (Sexual Harassment), (Sexual Assault) (Workplace) and (Tarana Burke), for 
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the words to be used for gathering the articles. The type of news that were gathered were 

gathered were both features and hard news articles. In order for the articles to be part of 

the data-set, the keywords #Metoo, Sexual Harassment, Sexual Assault, Gender 

Violence and Feminism were used.   

Five articles were collected from each news websites, where the time-frame imposed for 

the articles was from 16th of October 2017 till 17th December of 2017, which represents 

the initial phase of the #Metoo. Also, the decision of focusing on the first two months of 

the movement’s introduction in the mainstream is due to the extensive coverage of news 

regarding the movement which could contribute to a wider set of data to be analyzed.  

The articles to be analyzed include both hard and feature news found on the Al Jazeera, 

BBC and CNN tv channels websites.  

According to Bell (1991), hard news is the staple product of newspapers, where it covers 

reports of accidents, crimes, announcements and other events which have occurred 

recently that could of public interest. Feature news is the typical example of soft news, 

are characterized by being long and cover immediate events that provide background 

information and it allows journalists to have the liberty of style.  

Brief Background on Selected News Websites  

In the following section, a brief background of each news outlet is given which helps in 

giving a perspective concerning the rationale and motives behind the types of articles 

that the news websites publish.  

History of Aljazeera 

According to Al Jazeera (2018), the news network was launched in 1996 as the first 

independent Arabic news channel in the Arab world to provide ‘comprehensive news 

and live debate’. Due to the far reach of the Aljazeera channel, Aljazeera English was 

launched in 2006 as part of a growing network where it furnishes to its global audience 

another perspective for news that stems from the Middle East.  

As stated by Thussu (2007, P: 71), the greatest impact in news area outside the American 

and British news domain, is Aljazeera, where it is sometimes labeled as the ‘Arabic 

CNN’. In addition to that, Al Jazeera is in a distinctive position of being an independent 

and professional global news organization that is financed by the Sultan of Qatar. 
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History of CNN 

A symbol of the globalization of American news and journalistic ethics in the world, 

CNN was founded in 1980 by Ted Turner as a 24-hour cable news. According to Thussu 

(2007), CNN is a key component of AOL-Time Warner (the world's biggest media and 

entertainment conglomerate). Moreover, Thussu (2007) stated that CNN’s has a wide 

reach both geographically and ideologically where due to its new agenda, it has shaped 

international relations,  

Additionally, according to Flournoy and Stewart (1997a, as cited in Thussu, 2007), the 

reason for the rapid expansion of CNN was its use of satellite technology, where it firstly 

gave CNN a national audience in the US, and it was one of the first international 

broadcasters to take advantage of this technology to ‘blanket the globe’, using a mixture 

of satellites.  

History of BBC 

According to McChesney (1993a, as cited in, Thussu, 2000) The British Broadcasting 

Corporation (BBC), was instituted in 1927, as a non-profit, public broadcasting 

monopoly that provided a prototype for several other European and Commonwealth 

countries. Per the British Broadcasting Corporation (2018), the public service 

broadcaster uses the income from the license fee to provide services including 9 national 

TV channels and it also includes the extensive website, known as the BBC. 

 

Analysis and Results 

Hard News at First Glance 

 

For this study, a total of two hard news articles was studied from BBC and CNN, 

whereas for Aljazeera three hard news articles were able to be gathered due to the 

established time-frame. The analysis of hard news is to understand how the #Metoo 

movement and its female supporters are represented in facts reporting the news. 

Moreover, it is also important to understand what the similarities and differences 

between the three mainstream media websites are. 

Firstly, a noticeable characteristic in the collected articles from the three tv channels 

news websites is the difference in structure and text distribution. The hard news 



Nabila Nuraddin 

 

26 
 

collected from Aljazeera mostly have minimal text, where for the most part of the news 

is given through videos that are embedded in within the articles.  

Whereas for the hard news collected from the BBC website are lengthier with minimal 

inclusion of videos. As for the articles collected from CNN, they are a mixture of both 

text and videos.  

Hard News Analysis: Aljazeera 

The first of the articles studied for the hard news analysis regarding Aljazeera was titled, 

“#Me Too: Women share stories of sexual harassment and abuse” which was published 

on 18th of October 2017, and it recounts on the transition of the #Metoo movement 

towards social media by the accounts of several women who tweeted the viral hashtag.  

The next article was “#MeToo: Thousands march in Paris to protest sexual harassment” 

which was published on the 30th of October 2017, which informs on the march that took 

place in Paris where people marched to protest sexual harassment. This article has a 

video embedded in it, however, a textual analysis was conducted.    

Lastly, the third article was titled “Women demand probe into alleged Trump sexual 

assaults.” which was published 11th of December 2017, and it narrates how several 

women were sexually assaulted by Trump in the past and have come forward to accuse 

the president.  

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

 

Aggregation 

Through the analysis of the hard news articles on the Aljazeera website, the frequent tool 

used to describe the female supporters of the #Metoo movement was aggregation. The 

following is the aggregatory tool in use in the articles.  

“Hundreds of thousands of women.”  -  Data 1 

 “Thousands march in Paris.”            -  Data 2 

In the above statements are clear examples of the use of aggregatory terms in depicting 

the female supports of #Metoo movement. The two examples extracted from both 

articles carry the same technique of depicting the women through the usage of words 



Nabila Nuraddin 

 

27 
 

such as ‘hundreds’ and ‘thousands’ giving no clear indication towards the exact number 

of the women who were involved. 

 “…Hollywood producer accused of sexually assaulting and raping many actresses and 

subordinates over a number of years”.  – Data 2 

In the above statement, the women who accused Harvey Weinstein of rape and sexual 

harassment are quantified, where the journalist mentions ‘many’ without giving the 

exact number of victims.  

Individualization vs Collectivization  

“Women share stories of sexual harassment and abuse” - Data 1 

In the above sentence, women are depicted as a collectivized entity, and the only social 

actor individualized in the article is Harvey Weinstein. It may seem like it is a method by 

the journalist to show that several women were affected by the behavior of Weinstein, 

however, this method of individualizing and naming the perpetrator humanizes him and 

creates a one-dimensional depiction of the women involved.  

“Women demand probe into alleged Trump sexual assaults” – Data 3 

Another example of individualization vs collectivization is in the above statement, where 

the women who accused President Trump of sexual assault and harassment are 

collectivized, whereas the perpetrator is individualized. As mentioned, this method 

humanizes Trump and describes the women in a collectivized one-dimensional manner.    

 

Objectivation 

“…many actresses and subordinates” – Data 2 

In the above sentence, the journalist portrayed the assistants and the women working in 

lower ranks in comparison to Weinstein as subordinates. While the lexical usage of this 

term for the women who are in fact in lower ranks could be deemed acceptable, 

however, it serves as an indication of these women who may occupy assistant roles as 

inferior to Weinstein. Furthermore, it uses this negative term as the sole representative 

feature of the assistants and executives affected by Weinstein’s actions. Suppression 

“These false claims, totally disputed in most cases by eyewitness accounts.”        

–  Data 3 
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In the above sentence, is quoted by the White House administration in regard to the 

accusations towards President Trump. The statement seems innocuous; however, the 

accusers of Trump are suppressed. Through the suppression of the victims in the 

statement, it indicates that the accounts of these women who publicly accused President 

Trump of sexual assault and harassment are refuted and depicted as fictitious.  

Moreover, the suppressed social actors who are the victims of an important entity such 

as the President of the United States are excluded, which could give a general indication 

of the mainstream conduct of how society treats these types of accusations.   

Hard News Analysis: BBC 

 

The first of the articles collected from the BBC was titled “'Half of women' sexually 

harassed at work, says BBC survey” and it was published on the 25th of October 2017, 

and it is a survey conducted by BBC on British women in regard to sexual assault.  

While the second article was titled “Hollywood holds #MeToo march against sexual 

harassment” and it was published on the 13th of November 2017, which covers the 

march done by #Metoo supporters against sexual harassment, where Tarana Burke was 

on the frontlines of the march.  

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

Aggregation 

“That followed allegations, including rape and sexual assault, against Mr. 

Weinstein from more than two dozen women.” – Data 4 

In the above statement, an aggregatory terminology is used to show the severity of the 

Weinstein sexual assault scandal, where many women came forward and accused the 

Hollywood producer publicly. Additionally, while the usage of an aggregated term may 

convey proper journalistic method in stating factual information, however, it could also 

depict the severity of the actions of Weinstein, where his silenced actions have 

accumulated and negatively affected a lot of women in the course of several years. 

"For every Harvey Weinstein, there's a hundred more men in the 

neighborhood who are doing the exact same thing" – Data 5 

This statement by Tarana Burke, the founder of the #Metoo movement, gives a grave 

insight on the severity that Weinstein represents a violence, a gender-based violence; 
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where the usage of the aggregatory term ‘hundred more’ isn’t factually correct, however, 

it is used to create a consensus opinion on the widespread of sexual assaultive crimes in 

the workplace.   

Individualization vs Collectivization 

“Jess Phillips and Mary Creagh were among the MPs to reveal their 

accounts.” – Data 4 

The usage of individualization on both Phillips and Creagh from the part of the journalist 

is to humanize the accounts of these MPs in the eyes of the readers. This will give a 

possibility for the reader to relate and to sympathize towards these individualized social 

actors. In contrary, if the journalist used a collective expression, which wouldn’t have 

impacted the reader as much.  

Suppression 

“The march follows a torrent of assault and harassment allegations against 

public figures.” – Data 5 

The above statement lacks a definite social actor. The journalist used suppression to omit 

the subject and instead focused on the reason behind the march. Moreover, the platform 

or the banner under which the marchers walked under which was ‘#Metoo’ was 

suppressed as well, suggesting to the reader that this behavior is something bigger than a 

hashtag movement used on social media. In fact, it is an epidemy of violent culture 

where people and especially women often caught as victims.  

"What we're seeing, at least for now, is a unity of survivors, a community of 

survivors that have grown out of this #MeToo viral moment.” – Data 5 

In the statement above furnished by Burke, she suppresses the gender of the survivors of 

the sexual assault, and she also suppresses the features of the community of survivors 

(class, age, gender and sexual orientation) to point out how this type of gender-based 

violence can affect everyone and anyone. Moreover, she described the #Metoo hashtag 

as a platform where it has allowed for this community to come together and demand 

social change. Hence, by suppression she sends a message across that #Metoo is not just 

a female problem, but males are also involved in it as well.  
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Hard News Analysis: CNN 

 

The first of the articles collected from CNN which was titled “Report: Women accuse 

Hollywood director James Toback of sexual harassment” and it was published on 

October 25th, 2017. 

Where it reports on the news that several women were interviewed by the Los Angeles 

Times and accused James Toback, a noted Hollywood director of sexual assault.  

The other article collected from CNN titled “One-fifth of Americans know someone who 

said #MeToo” which was published November 10th, 2017, and it gives information on a 

CNN conducted poll where it has questioned men and women on their experience with 

sexual assault.  

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

Aggregation 

“Numerous women have accused Hollywood screenwriter and director James 

Toback of sexual harassment...” – Data 6 

In this excerpt, the journalist depicts the women who have come forward and accused 

Toback in an aggregatory term. In which the journalist opted to use the term ‘numerous’ 

instead of the exact number of the women who accused Toback.  This method may have 

been used to convey a consensus opinion on the vast number of women that have 

accused Toback of sexual harassment.  

Individualization vs Collectivization 

“Women accuse Hollywood director James Toback of sexual harassment” – 

Data 6 

In the title set by the journalist, the women who came forward and accused Toback are 

collectivized, overstating on the number of accusers who came forward.  

On the other hand, the director is given full individualization and through this method, 

the women are depicted as a homogenous group and the director is humanized instead.  
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“The long-term impact will take time to measure, but the fall of high-profile 

men…” – Data 7 

In this above statement, a difference is made in contrast to the previous excerpt where 

the journalist has instead homogenized the ‘high-profile men’. This grouping method 

was used send across that these men have in common characteristics, such as their 

wealth, and their usage of their power to sexually harass women at their workplace.  

Suppression  

“What happens in the next weeks, months and years will tell the real story.” 

– Data 7 

In the above passage, the journalist describes how two sides of the story have been told 

by both the women who came forward and the ‘high-profile’ men’. The journalist does 

not mention their identities. In fact, by suppression of the women who spoke against the 

actions of these men gives space for speculation, that some accusations are fabricated 

which negatively affects the message behind the #Metoo movement.  

 

Summary of Findings Regarding Hard News Analysis 

 

In a nutshell, through the analysis of the hard news articles on Aljazeera, BBC and CNN 

the prevalent tools that these mainstream media heads used were suppression, 

collectivization, individualization, and aggregation. Firstly, through aggregation, women 

were mainly quantified and treated as statistics there were reports on marches and 

protests, while it may be for stating fact, but it could also be a method of consensus 

opinion for the readers. Next, both Aljazeera and CNN used collectivization as a method 

to describe the actions done by sexual abuse survivors, while according to the data set 

concerned with BBC, it opted to individualize women according to their function 

instead.   

Subsequently, the similar trait that all mainstream tv channel websites had in common is 

their method of suppression, where mainly the sexual survivors and the supporters of the 

movement are suppressed while it may be due to the reason that their suppression is 

equally as important as their insertion within the excerpts, however it may allude to the 

reader that their participation in these events where their welfare in discussions 

regarding their workplaces is not as important.  
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Lastly, for objectivation, there was a sole example that was found in Aljazeera, where 

women in lower-ranking career positions were depicted using a negative feature.  

Feature News at First Glance  

 

Next, for the analysis of the feature articles, a total of three feature news articles were 

studied from BBC and CNN, whereas for Aljazeera two feature news articles were able 

to be gathered in consideration to the limitation of the time-frame. The analysis of hard 

news is to understand how the #Metoo movement and its female supporters represented 

in the news where the journalists and the news organizations have journalistic liberty in 

writing the news.  

Initially, all articles share similarities in text structure and distribution where a platform 

is given for survivors of sexual assault and women generally to voice their opinion. 

However, through analysis, a clearer distinction appears between the three tv channel 

websites. 

 Feature Articles Analysis: Aljazeera 

 

The first of the articles gathered from Aljazeera for the feature news analysis was titled 

“Tarana Burke: #MeToo didn't start with Harvey Weinstein” and it was published on the 

20th of October 2017, where it details the #Metoo movement originator Tarana Burke 

and thoughts regarding the viral hashtag. The next article was titled “Women in low-

wage US farm jobs say #MeToo” and it was published on the 12th of December 2017, 

where it follows the harsh realities of low wage US women who come forward and say 

#Metoo.  

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

Aggregation 

“...who number hundreds of thousands across the country.” – Data 9 

“Approximately one in five (22 percent) Black women will be raped in her 

lifetime in the US.” – Data 8 

In the above statements, women are described in the text as statistical and quantified 

numbers. However, both examples are different from each other. In the first example, the 

journalist explains how a sexual survivor assault who has realized that sexual harassment 
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and assault is a widespread reality, that many women in low-wage jobs face at their 

workplace. Yet, the journalist depicted the realization of the sexual assault survivor to 

show the severity of the problem, while it may be either an over or under-exaggeration, 

that women in low-waging jobs face sexual harassment at their workplace. Still, the 

journalist through this specific term conveys to the reader that the issue at hand is serious 

and it needs a solution. Whereas for the second example, is an aggregation where the 

journalist simply used a technique to present a fact; where black women face a harsh 

reality regarding their safety in the U.S.  

Individualization vs Collectivization  

“Women in low-wage US farm jobs say #MeToo” - Data 9 

“Women of color in low-wage jobs” – Data 9 

Both statements above have a similar approach towards describing women in a 

collectivized manner. Where they are assimilated and treated as a homogenous group, 

and their assimilating traits are them being ‘women’ ‘of color’ and having ‘low-waging 

jobs’. This type of depiction represents these women and refer to them by the color of 

their skin and function, which makes a significant difference in the way that these 

women are represented in the media. Creating a stock representation of women.  

 “and many more have come forward with stories of sexual abuse at the hands of 

powerful men working in media, politics, sports and other areas.” – Data 9 

In this extract, the journalist depicted men in a collectivized manner. Where high-status 

men are represented in a collective form, conveying to the reader that ‘all men’ in those 

careers knew of the prevalent existence of that negative culture. ‘These powerful men’ 

are not individualized in order not to humanize them and deem them responsible for the 

actions committed by the responsible sexual assaulters.     

“His behavior was reportedly an open secret in Hollywood, with high-profile 

actors, journalists and others quietly warning each other about being alone 

with the prominent producer for fear of sexual abuse.” – Data 8 

The above statement shows a harsh reality of the women who worked alongside 

Weinstein. Where his reputation as a sexual assaulter/harasser was a defused notion 

among those who worked in the industry.  
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In this extract the journalist groups women according to function and depicts them as a 

close-knitted group, which represents women in this case in a good light.  

 

Suppression  

"Some of us could talk about it, but then ... no one wanted to say, 'It 

happened to me." – Data 9 

In this quote by a woman, who faced the act of sexual harassment.  The horrendous act is 

suppressed due to its powerful effect on these women, and how it’s mention would deem 

too negative for these survivors. The suppression of the sexual assault, in this case, is 

important in its withholding as it portrays the reality of these survivors to the reader.  

“The public revelations regarding Weinstein have raised other important questions 

about sexual harassment and assault, especially in the workplace.” – Data 8 

The above statement, the journalist describes the reactions after Weinstein-sexual 

harassment gate. Questions were raised regarding this culture of violence that many 

people and especially women are often the direct victims of this abuse. There is a clear 

usage of suppression, where the journalist does not mention who raises the question. 

Which indicates to a vast inquiry solicited from several work sectors, on the safety of 

their environment and how change should be brought upon this negative behavior.  

“Accounts of sexual violence are common, and they aren't confined to the 

film or television industry.” – Data 8 

In the above statement, there is a suggestion of a suppression as it does not indicate to 

whom these accounts of sexual violence belong to. Alluding to the reader that these 

accounts of sexual survivors are a widespread notion, not only in the fields of arts but 

also other career sectors. Which may attract the attention of the reader on the 

possibilities of the epidemy of this gender-based violence.   

Feature Articles Analysis: BBC 

 

The first of the articles gathered from BBC for the feature articles analysis was titled 

“How 'MeToo' is exposing the scale of sexual abuse” and it was published on 16th of 

October 2017, where it followed the response of a writer in India regarding the #Metoo 

movement and his admission to an impropriety. Next was an article titled “Creating a 
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safe workplace for women in the post-MeToo era” and it was published on 17th 

November 2017, and it recounted the appropriate steps for women to feel safe at their 

workplace. Lastly, the feature article to be analyzed for BBC was titled “Why women 

fear a backlash over #MeToo” and it was published on the 1st of December where it 

narrated the fears that women after stepping forward regarding their experiences with 

sexual harassment.   

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

Individualization vs Collectivization 

“Why women fear a backlash over #MeToo.” – Data 12 

In the statement above, women are depicted fearing repercussions after coming forward 

and recounting their negative experiences. In this statement, the journalist has 

collectivized and depicted women as a homogenous group, it may seem an innocuous 

description. However, women often fall victims of collectively being represented as a 

homogenous group, without any identificatory trait. While there is a validity in a 

statement, yet the depiction of women in this method creates a negative connotation 

instead.  

“More than two dozen women - among them actresses Angelina Jolie, 

Gwyneth Paltrow and Rose McGowan” – Data 10 

In there are two approaches, where common women are collectivized, and famous 

actresses are individualized. This method is to attract the reader’s attention. It’s a 

technique to tell the reader that this negative culture is widespread, and that famed 

actresses have also fallen as victims.  

 “Women are conscious that it's not enough to achieve this in a few high-

profile industries where the men are famous and therefore more likely to be 

outed.” – Data 11 

“These stories have revealed a gender knowledge gap - women know a lot 

about this issue and men are hardly aware of it.” – Data 11 

In these two examples, both women and men are collectivized as two groups where the 

journalist identified them with generalized traits. In the first two examples, women are 

depicted as the knowing group who are ‘conscious’ of the issues revolving the unfair 
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treatment that their gender is often subjected to. On the other hand, men are portrayed as 

famous or the oblivious group. In both scenarios, the journalist depicted women 

collectively as victims to men, where their identifiable traits seem more vulnerable.  

It also puts these two groups in stereotypical depictions, where women are 

knowledgeable yet they full victims to oblivious/famous men.   

Objectivation  

“The tip-dependent waitress who goes to work every evening shouldn't have to 

smile and put up with the unwanted advances of drunk customers.” – Data 11 

“The check-out woman at the local supermarket shouldn't have to put up with 

the comments…” – Data 11 

“The nurse in your local hospital shouldn't have to worry about whether the 

supervisor on the lonely graveyard shift is going to push himself …” – Data 11 

In the above statements, the journalist explains how women shouldn’t carry the burden 

regarding their safety at the workplace due to their gender. The sentence is structured in 

a manner where the journalist described random women according to their features. in 

this case, their jobs. However, what can be noticeable are the job positions of these 

women. While blue-collared jobs aren’t shameful in any way, however, the journalist 

objectified all these women in these jobs, without the mention of a high-status job 

position. Hence, depicting women as weak, not occupying important career roles and 

susceptible to sexual abuse.  

“One conservative commentator has made the point that Franken has 

apologized, unlike Judge Roy Moore in Alabama.” – Data 11 

In this statement, the commentator who defended Al Franken sexual misconduct is 

objectified by their political leaning, to stress on Franken’s Democratic party and how 

his behavior could negatively affect them. However, in this statement, the conservative 

member is defending the liberal/democratic senator to delegitimize the #Metoo 

movement and depict it as a witch-hunt. Hence defending the opposing political party 

comes as a tactic to discredit the movement.   
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Suppression 

 “Publicity and exposure are helping to change the culture, but the power of 

this seismic shift must be harnessed with care. This is not a witch hunt.” – 

Data 12 

In the last excerpt from the BBC, the journalist suppressed #Metoo and the power that 

this movement brings to the society. Moreover, the journalist explains how the mediatic 

momentum that the movement is gaining shouldn’t discourage the supporters and the 

principles of #Metoo, as it seeks to open a conversation and bring social change on this 

culture of violence that is embedded in many societies.  

Feature Articles Analysis: CNN 

 

The first of the articles gathered from CNN was titled “An activist, a little girl and the 

heartbreaking origin of 'Me too” and it was published on the 17th of October 2017, where 

it follows the #Metoo movement founder Tarana Burke’s journey to the creation of the 

viral movement. 

The next article gathered from CNN was titled “How #MeToo could move from social 

campaign to social change” and it was published 9th of November 2017, and it follows 

how the viral hashtag could move from its birthplace on social media to garnering social 

change. Lastly, the final article gathered from CNN was titled “Donald Trump's #metoo 

moment is here”, and it was published on 12th of December 2017, where it follows how 

several women accusing Donald Trump of sexual harassment.  

The following are the analysis of excerpts gathered from the articles.  

Objectivation  

“An activist, a little girl and the heartbreaking origin of 'Me too'” – Data 13 

In the statement above, the journalist describes the beginning of the #Metoo movement 

through features of the people who initiated the movement. The movement started as a 

conversation between Burke and a young girl who seeking guidance after being sexually 

abused by her step-father.  

“A viral graveyard” - Data 14 
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In this statement, the journalist depicts the internet and especially social media as a viral 

graveyard, where hashtag movements meet their demise through the decrease of public 

attention. The journalist through this objectivation of social media conveys the concern 

of the demise of the #Metoo movement after the notoriety that has gained.  

“Social media is littered with the digital bones of once-vibrant hashtags and 

memes, so getting the momentum behind #MeToo to translate into literal 

action could be an uphill battle.”  - Data 14 

As mentioned above, the journalist takes a further approach in portraying social media as 

a graveyard littered with the ‘bones’ of once active hashtags and memes. The reason 

behind this depiction is to question the longevity behind #Metoo. Whether, the 

movement’s notoriety will subside and meet its fateful end in the social media 

graveyard, or leap from social media and translate its message directly in communities 

around the world to bring social change.  

“It's the hashtag that rocked the world.” – Data 14 

In the above statement, the journalist portrays the movement in a metaphorical manner. 

Where the journalist used objectivation, in which the nature of the movement was used 

to depict the change that #Metoo is bringing into our societies. This usage of this method 

suggests to the reader of the immense magnitude that this movement is bringing into 

having a reflection on the inequalities that women face, especially in professional 

environments.    

Individualization vs Collectivization  

“Women -- and some men -- have used them to share personal stories of 

sexual harassment and assault.” – Data 13 

In this example, both men and women are depicted in a homogenous manner to portray 

how this culture of violence concerning gender violence at the workplace doesn’t only 

affect women, but men as well. Additionally, the movement while was born as a haven 

for women to come together and speak their truths regarding their experience with 

sexual harassment in the workplace. However, it also includes men who have faced the 

same harmful situation.  

“During the campaign, Trump was broadly dismissive of all the allegations -

- and the women making them.” – Data 15 
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In the statement above, the journalist explains how Trump has denied the accusations 

that several women have made against him. In the excerpt, Trump is individualized, and 

the women collectivized. As mentioned before, the method of collectivizing women 

depends on the lexical choices of the journalist. However, women here are depicted as a 

standardized group, while Trump is depicted as an individual. As mentioned before, this 

usage of collectivizing women and individualizing Trump humanizes the latter. As he is 

a well-known social actor and his behavior may concern the reader to a higher degree in 

comparison to the women who came forward.  

“It's the men's turn” – Data 14 

In the above statement, the journalist explains how men should heed to the demands that 

women are making concerning the prevalence of the gender-based violence at the 

workplace. In this selection, the journalist alludes to the reader that it is the turn of men 

to bring change and establish a secure workplace for all women. Where they are not 

threatened, which depicts all men as the allies of women and how this movement should 

be a collective effort to bring social change.   

Suppression 

 “But can a hashtag, a meme or any viral moment -- no matter how 

widespread -- really turn into a lasting movement that will create social 

change and reduce sexual abuse of women?” – Data 14 

In this excerpt, the journalist ponders on the possibilities on whether social media 

movements can last or even leap into a more physical presence into our society. In this 

statement above, the #Metoo movement is suppressed and instead, the journalist 

generally describes the nature of this movement and their notoriety for being viral on 

social media. However, the suppression of #Metoo and how it was collectivized with 

other hashtags that have met mediatic demise, alludes to the reader that the #Metoo 

movement is on an uncertain path and might meet the same pivotal demise of previous 

social media movements.  

Summary of Findings Regarding Feature News Analysis 

 

In a concise manner, through the analysis of the feature articles on Aljazeera, BBC and 

CNN, the most defined tools used in the data collected were objectivation, 

collectivization, and suppression.  
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Firstly, In Aljazeera, aggregation was used on two different accounts where it used as a 

method to state a factual quantifiable statement in regard to the harsh reality that African 

American women could experience with sexual assault. The other aggregatory example 

is where the journalist used this method to manufacture a consensus opinion concerning 

low-waging women and the consequences they may face in a post #Metoo environment. 

While for BBC and CNN there was a lack of the use of aggregation in the gathered 

articles.  

Next, BBC and CNN had a prevalent use in the objectivation tool where it reduced on 

different accounts the #Metoo movement, and the predominantly the women who came 

forward in the featured articles into a feature. However, Aljazeera showed lack of use in 

the objectivation tool in the gathered data set.  

Subsequently, the common tool between the three chosen mainstream media was the use 

of the individualization and collectivization tool. Where for the most part women were 

grouped together and represented as a homogenous group, in comparison to their male 

counterparts. A few uses have been noticed in the use of individualization tool. Where it 

used as a method to humanize a person in the eyes of the reader.  

Lastly, the prevalent tool used by the chosen mainstream media was suppression. Where 

Aljazeera, BBC, and CNN used this tool to suppress various features in the articles. The 

use of this tool gives a possibility for the reader to come to their own conclusions 

regarding the issues presented. While the suppression of social actors or information in 

the articles might indicate towards signs of misrepresentation. However, the suppression 

of information, for example, the critics of #Metoo movement, may be suppressed to 

legitimize the movement.  

Images Analysis 

In the following section, images included in the articles from the gathered dataset were 

studied to decipher how the #Metoo is represented visually in the articles, while also 

understanding the representation of its female supporters through images. Whilst, also 

aim to understand the similar and different approaches of Aljazeera, BBC, and CNN.  

Hard News Image Analysis: Aljazeera  

In the hard news articles concerning Aljazeera, there was a shortage in the use of images 

within the articles, where on the other hand videos describing the main events where 
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embedded instead of images and text. However, the only article that used images was the 

article titled “Women demand probe into alleged Trump sexual assaults”.  

Gaze and Pose 

In the first image used in the Aljazeera article, it features a woman, most likely a 

supporter of the #Metoo movement. 

In the picture, the woman could be seen in direct focus of 

the camera, where her open palm has the written phrases 

#Metoo, and #BalanceTonPorc (Expose your pig). The 

woman in the image is blurred to let the reader focus on 

the writings of the protester. Moreover, the gaze of the 

protester is distorted and can’t seem to be fixed on the 

viewer. Hence, giving the reader a chance to observe the 

picture.    

Setting 

Regarding the setting of the image, the background in which the protestor is standing in 

front is blurred to let the reader focus on the writings on the palm of the protestor. 

However, it seems like it is in an outdoor setting where the march was taking part in.  

Gaze and Pose 

The second image features Donald Trump during a 

conference. Trump’s gaze is directed towards the 

reader. Which enables the reader to establish an 

‘imaginary relationship’ with the subject of the 

picture. Moreover, the pose of Trump seems to reflect 

a sense of hostility, which conveys urgency to the 

reader.  

In the background, there is also the presence of vice president Mike Pence, however, he 

got blurred to let the viewer focus on the actions of Trump instead.  

Setting 

The setting regarding this image is indoors, however it may be suggested that it is inside 

the White House, due to the status of Trump and his ‘job position’.  

Figure 1: Aljazeera (Data 3) 

Figure 2: Aljazeera (Data 3) 
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Hard News Image Analysis: BBC 

Next, the following are the analysis of the images included in the gathered articles 

concerning the hard news published on the BBC.  

Gaze and Pose 

In the first image, the BBC used an image of Sarah 

Killcoyne, a woman who was sexually assaulted by a 

teacher and a professor in Cambridge.  

In the image, the gaze of Killcoyne is fixed on the 

reader. Hence allowing a connection to established 

between the viewer and Killcoyne, which gives the 

possibility for the reader to feel what Killcoyne feels. Her pose seems rigid and tense as 

if it is to convey her trauma of being sexually assaulted by her two teachers to the 

viewer. 

Setting   

The setting of the image seems in an office. Alluding to the viewer that it might be 

Killcoyne’s workplace, which fits the theme of the article being about gender-based 

violence in the workplace.  The background is blurred, but the objects included are not 

distracting the viewer from observing the image.  

 

The next images are included in the article ‘Hollywood holds #MeToo march against 

sexual harassment’ detailing the #Metoo march that occurred in Hollywood (See Data 5 

in Appendix). 

Gaze and Pose 

The first image shows protesters marching with banners down a street. The #Metoo 

movement founder Tarana Burke is at the head of the march, alongside the 

predominately female supporters of the movement.  

None of the protestors’ gaze connecting with the viewers. Instead, the protestors have 

their gaze set forward, giving the viewer the possibility to analyze the picture. Whereas 

for the pose, the protesters have a stance of defiance and rebelliousness, where they are 

either carrying a banner or a have their fist in the air in protest. Which fits the usual 

image of a protestor.  

Figure 3: BBC (Data 4) 
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Setting 

The setting of the image is an outdoor environment, where the protesters are marching 

down a busy street, with onlooking pedestrians looking at the protest. The setting could 

convey to the viewer how a movement born on social media is defying the social norms 

that the prevalent patriarchal society has instilled. Hence #Metoo creating a disturbance 

in what seemed a functional society that accepted sexual harassment in the workplace.  

The next image is of protestors, where one of the protestors is mainly in focus, where 

she is holding a banner that clashes with the setting of the picture.  

Gaze and Pose 

Firstly, most of the gazes of the protesters are shielded by the banners, but the protester 

in focus has her gaze on the right side of the picture, which leaves room for the viewer to 

imagine the possibilities regarding the protestor’s thoughts. Moreover, is similar to the 

previous image of the march, where the pose of 

the protesters conveys rebelliousness and anger 

towards the unfair social system where women 

are taken advantage of in their workplace.  

Setting 

The setting of the picture is interesting as 

mentioned previously. The protestor in focus is 

holding a sign where it says, ‘My boss asked 

me to put on a bikini’, and the protestor is photographed next to a shop where 

mannequins are carrying underclothing. Which clashes with the banner that the protestor 

is holding, suggesting to the reader the unfair treatment that women face in their 

workplace.  

Hard News Image Analysis: CNN 

In the articles gathered for the hard news analysis for CNN, only one picture was 

embedded, where the other features were videos, graphs, and a caricature. Hence, for 

this visual analysis, the images to be analyzed are from the article “Report: Women 

accuse Hollywood director James Toback of sexual harassment”. (See Data 6 in 

Appendix) 

Figure 4: BBC (Data 5) 
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Firstly, the caricature of the image included of the article shows three fists raised in 

protest, which conveys to the reader feelings of anger, disapproval, and power, where 

those three feelings come from the anger of the protestors concerning the treatment of 

women in the workplace.   

Next, is the image of James Toback, a famed Hollywood director accused of sexual 

harassment by several women. 

Gaze and Pose 

In the image, the gaze of the director is 

towards the left side of the image, making no 

connection with the viewer. Hence, giving a 

possibility for the viewer to observe the 

image. The pose of the director seems to be 

bent and rigid, which conveys to the reader a 

sense of dishonesty.  

Setting 

The setting of the image doesn’t seem clear, however, it indicates that it may be an 

official ‘red-carpet’ event, where the director is photographed in front of an unfocused 

background. The setting may suggest to the reader how notorious powerful men such as 

Toback are often the culprits of gender-based violence.  

Summary of Findings Regarding Hard News Images Analysis  

Through the analysis of the images, the three mainstream media channels didn’t have an 

abundant number of images embedded in the hard news articles. Instead, they opted for 

videos.   

From the analysis, the gaze of the protestors in the march was often not in focus, blurred 

or hidden behind their banners. Whereas for images including Toback and Trump, their 

gaze was either connecting with the reader or visible to the viewer. Hence giving an 

opportunity for the viewer to establish a connection with the subjects. 

The pose of the protesters was often caught in motion, to portray them as rebellious and 

distraught due to the negative culture hence protesting it. The pose of Toback seems to 

carry a rigidness that conveys ambiguity and doubt, whereas for Trump his pose conveys 

Figure 5: CNN (Data 6) 
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hostility.  Lastly, the setting for the protestants is an outdoor environment, whereas for 

Toback and Trump they are situated indoor.  

Feature News Image Analysis: Aljazeera  

Next, the images analyzed for the feature articles concerning Aljazeera. The first image 

is of Tarana Burke where she can be seen giving a speech, the image is pixelated and not 

of sharp quality. The article is titled ‘Tarana Burke: #MeToo didn't start with Harvey 

Weinstein’. (See Data 8 in Appendix) 

Gaze and Pose 

The gaze of Burke is concealed by sunglasses, as it doesn’t show to whom she is looking 

at. So as mentioned before, the viewer has the opportunity to observe the picture and 

create their own rhetoric.   

The pose of Burke is closed, where both of her 

hands are locked since she is photographed 

mid-speech, suggesting to the reader the 

seriousness of the talk given by Burke and its 

content.  

Setting 

The setting of the image outdoors, where the background is blurred to let the reader 

focus on the Burke.  

The next images were from the article ‘Women in low-wage US farm jobs say #MeToo’ 

The article has two images. Firstly, the image of Tarana Burke, where she is heading a 

protest. (See Data 9 in Appendix) 

Gaze and Pose 

The image depicts women marching, with the banner that says ‘#Metoo survivor march’. 

The main person depicted in the march is Burke, where her gaze connects with the 

viewer, as it establishes a connection with the viewer. The pose of the women is of 

defiance and protest, where they have photographed marching and chanting slogans.  

Setting 

The setting of the march is somewhere on a busy street. Alluding to the viewer that this 

march might be disrupting the status quo of the society.  

Figure 6: Aljazeera (Data 8) 
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The final image is of European Parliament member Terry Reintke in an assembly at the 

headquarters of the European Parliament.  

Gaze and Pose 

Reintke can be seen standing up between two parliament members.  Her gaze is fixed on 

the left side of the image, giving the viewer space for observation and come down with 

their own conclusions.  

In addition to that, the gazes of the two male parliaments seem occupied, as it suggests 

to the reader that they may be disinterested to the speech of Reintke, which could act as 

a visual analogy to the difference how issues regarding sexual harassment affect women 

and men.  

Reintke is standing while holding a sign that says ‘#Metoo’. Whereas the pose of the two 

male members seem aloof and slumped. Suggesting as mentioned before a disinterest, 

where they are preoccupied with other tasks such as talking on the phone and reading 

notes.  

Setting 

The setting is inside the European Parliament, which gives an important message that 

workplace sexual harassment also happens in a professional environment such as the 

European parliament.  

Feature News Image Analysis: BBC 

The following are the images analyzed regarding the feature news articles. In the article 

titled “How 'MeToo' is exposing the scale of sexual abuse” it features Alyssa Milano 

midst other women in a protest. (See Data 10 in Appendix) 

Gaze and Pose 

The image focuses on Milano, where she is centered in the middle of the image. Her 

gaze falls on the left side of the image, which gives an opportunity for the viewer to look 

at the image in an observing manner. The pose of 

Milano seems attentive, where she seems to be 

engaging or listening to other protesters.  

What is interesting, is how all the subjects in the 

image are carrying cell phones, which alludes to 

Figure 7: BBC (Data 10) 
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the notoriety that #Metoo has reached due to social media and how it gained momentum 

because of it.  

Setting 

The image is situated outdoors, which is a recurring setting for the protests and the 

marches regarding #Metoo movement. As it gives the viewer the suggestion that the 

movement made a transition from social media, to directly into the societies where 

women are seeking justice and change.  

In the next image, that is included in the article ‘Creating a safe workplace for women in 

the post-MeToo era’. (See Data 11 in Appendix) 

The first image features a protestor in front of a banner that reads ‘#Metoo’ 

Gaze and Pose 

In the image the protestor is looking upwards and seems to be attentive Moreover, her 

gaze doesn’t contact with the view. Hence removing the burden from the viewer to 

establish a connection. The pose of the protestor doesn’t show due to the size of the 

image.   

Setting 

The background of the marcher is blurred but it shows several other protestors holding 

banners, where women seem to be looking the same direction as the focused protestor. A 

frequent method is to use images where women are the main actors, to convey to the 

reader is mainly a women’s movement.  

In the second image featured in that article, is of four protestors who seem to react 

differently in the march.  
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Gaze and Pose 

The two front protestors are blurred and yet visible. Their gazes fall on different sides of 

the image. The woman on the right’s gaze falls on the left side and seems to be attentive 

to the speech given in the march, while on the other hand the woman on the left’s gaze 

falls on the left side of the image and seem to be 

looking outwards or looking at the woman on the right. 

Both womens’ gazes don’t engage with the viewer. 

Hence, giving the viewer the opportunity to observe 

the image. The poses of the two women seem to be 

open and yet cautious.  

On the other hand., the couple who are in focus have their eyes closed. Their pose is 

interesting, where the woman is leaning on the man’s chest and seems to be seeking 

support and comfort from the male protestor. While the male protestor is kissing the 

forehead of the woman conveying to the reader reassurance and care. Which could be a 

message about how women are seeking change and men need to support women’s rights.  

Setting 

The setting of the image seems to be during a protest or a march, which is a recurring 

theme when articles cover the #Metoo movement. 

The next image that is also featured in the same article shows five activists both females 

and males standing with their banners and wearing the infamous ‘pussy hats’.  

Pose and Gaze 

All gazes of the protestors fall on the left side of the image. Where they seem to be 

distracted by the commotion happening during the march. Their poses are closed and 

hidden by the banners that they are holding.  

Setting 

The setting of the image seems to be in a park or a garden. Moreover, the background as 

previous images of the protestors is blurred, which allows for the reader to focus on the 

banners that that protestors are holding. Especially, their choice of attire, ‘the pussy hat’.  

Figure 8: BBC (Data 11) 
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The next image featured in the article, is of Donald Trump, alongside Melania and 

Tiffany Trump. The image is from the inauguration of Trump as the president of the 

United States.  

Gaze and Pose 

The gazes of the Trump family are upwards, which may convey to the reader a sense of 

formality and high-status principles. Moreover, their gaze doesn’t meet the viewer, 

hence giving the viewer the possibility to interact as an observer and skim through the 

image.  

Setting 

The poses of the Trump family convey to the viewer different types of poses that deals 

with obedience and formality.   

The penultimate image featured in the article is of Melania Trump sitting on a couch and 

surrounded by journalists and reports who are holding cameras, phones, and 

microphones.  

Gaze and Pose 

The gaze of Melania Trump falls on the left side of the image, which gives the viewer 

the opportunity to observe the image and come up with the different circumstances 

concerning this image. The gazes of the photographers, reporters, and journalists are 

occupied by surveying a scene which is not shown in the picture. 

The pose of Melania Trump is closed, and it conveys guard. As she is sitting rigidly on 

the couch, also he demure seems to exude self-composition and of formal demeanor. 

Whereas for the poses of the journalists, reporters and photographers are of curiosity and 

it conveys to the viewer urgency and importance.  

Setting 

The setting of the picture seems to be inside of the White House, due to the formality of 

the first lady Melania Trump on the couch.  

The last picture featured in the article is of Senator Al Franken and Kirsten Gilliband, 

where they are both pictured together from neck up.  
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Gaze and Pose 

The gaze of Franken is blurred, hence could observe the image instead. Whereas, for 

Gillbrand, it indeed connects with the viewer which may require the establishment of a 

connection. The pose is interesting, where Gillbrand is situated behind Franken, and it 

seems as if she is peering from behind him. Which may convey to the reader how 

women are often sidelined and headed by men.  

Setting 

The setting regarding this image can’t be deciphered as it the image concentrates on both 

senators. 

One of the images from BBC has been analyzed previously, as it was featured in a 

previous article by Aljazeera.  

Next, the next image features both #Metoo movement founder Tarana Burke and activist 

actress Rose McGowan.  

Gaze and Pose 

In the image, both Burke and McGowan are facing each other in an amicable manner. 

Hence, their gazes don’t engage with the viewer, as it gives an opportunity for 

observation to be made.  

The poses of both activists are open, and it conveys to the reader determination and the 

willingness to bring change into our societies, together as a unified front.  

Setting 

The setting for this image seems to be on a stage, where both activists seem to be giving 

a speech.  

Feature News Image Analysis: CNN  
As mentioned before, in the articles gathered a frequent style of reporting, is the use of 

videos that cover information. Hence, images are scarce in the articles gathered, 

especially for the feature news concerning CNN.   

The following image is retrieved from the ‘An activist, a little girl and the heartbreaking 

origin of 'Me too’ article.  The image is of close-shot of Tarana Burke.  
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Gaze and Pose 

The gaze of Burke is not situated on the viewer. 

Hence not requiring the demand of an 

imaginary connection. Moreover, Burke’s gaze 

is upwards and seems surprised, or being 

caught off guard. Whereas for the pose, Burke 

suggests rigidness and preoccupation.  

Setting 

The setting of the image can’t be deduced, the image is of low-quality which is a 

frequent method used to depict Burke.  

Summary of Findings Regarding Feature News Image Analysis 

Images of supporters of the #Metoo movement are frequently females. Whereas for very 

few instances, males could be seen represented in the images. The gazes of the protestors 

are usually blurred or not in focus, whereas the gazes concerning the culprits such as 

Franken and Trump are in full view.  

The poses of the protestors are mostly open and convey defiance, where they are often 

photographed during a march. Whereas the poses of the Franken and Trump are 

controlled and convey moderation and level-headedness. Which may represent the 

activists in a negative light. Representing them as disruptors who create havoc on the 

street, where they target all powerful men.  

The setting of the individuals related to the movement is always photographed outdoors, 

specifically in protests and marches, making it seem to the viewer that the movement is 

not legitimized to be taken into consideration inside a formal setting. Whereas, for those 

who are on the other side of the spectrum, they are photographed in indoors settings that 

complement their job positions, conveying to the reader a sense of composure.   

Discussion of Findings  

The aim of this study is to understand the representation of the #Metoo movement in 

mainstream media. Through the analysis of the data gathered from Aljazeera, BBC and 

Figure 9: CNN (Data 13) 
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CNN, have given an outcome on how the movement is represented. Whilst, also 

deciphering the similarities and differences in the coverage concerning #Metoo.  

Firstly, through the analysis of the hard news articles concerning Aljazeera. The Qatari-

based news tv channel website had a lack of the coverage regarding the #Metoo 

movement during the initial phase of the movement, in mid-October 2017. Hence, 

according to Lind and Salo (2002), that failing to attend or cover feminists and feminism 

in the news it construes to the public how this group and movement is unimportant, and 

in this case, the #Metoo movement and its supporters are deemed not worthy of 

coverage.  

In the analysis of the articles using the Multimodal CDA tools, it showed a prevalence in 

the use of the aggregation and collectivization tools. Where the activists and survivors 

behind the #Metoo movement are either depicted in a homogenous term or used in an 

aggregatory manner. While it could be debated that it is a mere method of reporting 

news. However, it is also important to point out that misrepresentations could happen. 

According to Ashley and Olson (1998), reporters could easily contribute to influencing 

perceptions though word choices.  

Whereas for BBC, the common tool used in their hard news coverage of the #Metoo 

movement, is suppression. While it is often stated that suppression is used to negate the 

voice or opinion of a social actor in the text. However, in the case of the BBC, text 

suppressed is as important as the available text. As stated by Machin and Mayr (2012), 

ambiguity in the text is also used to convey a certain perception or feeling to the reader.   

 Next, regarding the hard news coverage of the CNN on the #Metoo the excerpts 

analyzed, it showed how the famed American tv channel website opted to moderate the 

language, in which the social actors were represented. Where there were instances when 

CNN used collectivization and individualization in the case of Toback.   

As for the visual analysis of the images concerning the hard news articles. It shows how 

from the gathered data a lack of image representations of the #Metoo movement and its 

supporters. Instead, the websites selected videos reporting on the incident. The chosen 

mainstream channels had in common the use of imagery where the protestors are 

photographed during the marches. Often their gazes are not connecting with the viewer 

or blurred. Whereas, usually for the images concerning the culprits such as Franken and 

Trump, their gazes are either connecting or visible to the viewer.  
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As stated by Machin and Mayr (2012), when the gaze of person looks at the viewer, it 

expects a response from the viewer where they are invited to acknowledge their 

existence and to be like them. 

Also, the setting of the activists involved with the #Metoo movement would generally be 

photographed outdoors, usually during a protest. As mentioned by Lind and Salo (2002), 

feminists are less likely to appear in the context of home, a specific geographical 

location, at a workplace or other ‘regular ‘activities that ‘regular’ women do, hence 

representing them as these angry women who often occupy and disrupt the streets.  

Next, concerning the analysis of the feature news articles, Aljazeera has used a 

complicity of different tools. Firstly, aggregation to report a consensus opinion to the 

reader. Secondly, collectivization of both women and men. Women are collectivized as 

the group who have survived sexual harassment incidents or are the group protesting 

with the #Metoo movement. Whereas men are collectivized as powerful entities.  

Whereas for BBC, the British giant has used an eclectic variety of tools. Where women 

were objectified by their job positions and in this case low-ranking job positions. On the 

other hand. Men were depicted as powerful. Hence misrepresenting women as the weak 

victims and men as the powerful successful culprits.  According to Bronstein (2005), 

feminists and women, in general, are less often depicted as entities who exercise agency.  

Lastly, for CNN a noticeable trait was how BBC depicted social media as a viral grave, 

and that #Metoo movement would likely meet its mediatic demise after the declining 

public attention. That would suggest to the reader the approaching mediatic end that 

#Metoo will be facing. Hence misrepresenting it as a fad.  

The tool most used by all three mainstream media was suppression. Where the three 

famed media used it to suppress #Metoo and let the reader ponder on the possibilities of 

the survival of the #Metoo movement. Also, the suppression of certain social actors such 

as the victims and the survivors. For its suppression could convey to the reader how 

these women fear the backlash they might receive from stepping forward. Furthermore, 

painting #Metoo negatively, where instead of being a platform for women to share their 

experiences with gender-related violence in their workplace, it has instead become a 

platform where women may be shamed and persecuted. Also, it is painted as a 

movement that goes after powerful men. Despite being a movement that opens a 

conversation on how certain entities misuse their power to assault others.  



Nabila Nuraddin 

 

54 
 

In the analysis of feature news articles embedded images, the visual representations 

carried similar tones as the hard news articles images. However, what was noticeable 

was the usage of low-quality images of the #Metoo movement activist Tarana Burke. 

The images used were unflattering and of low resolution, where she was often 

photographed mid-action and not gazing towards the viewer.  

#Metoo Through Theory Lenses  

Social media has given many movements a rightful platform to validate their cause and 

gain momentum through the public opinion to bring change in communities all over the 

world. The #Metoo movement is no less. In fact, it has gained popularity due to the 

millions of women who have shared their stories of sexual assault That shows how 

social media has given the power to the women to share and communicate their burdens 

regarding gender-based violence freely on the various social media platforms, whereas 

mentioned before, Castells (2007), social media has given people the tool to self-

communicate; hence, social media giving a legitimate platform for survivors and 

activists to come together and end sexual assault crimes.  

Another aspect to understand is the ideology that those three mainstream media heads 

have regarding the #Metoo movement. Initially, through a superficial aspect, Aljazeera 

doesn’t have much coverage regarding the #Metoo movement during the initial phase of 

the birth of the movement, whereas for BBC and CNN they have extensively covered the 

movement. In a deeper retrospect, BBC and CNN have covered the effect that #Metoo 

has in their respective societies. Indeed, articles belonging to BBC and CNN included 

stories concerning women from their respective societies. While on the other hand, 

Aljazeera didn’t cover the effect of the #Metoo movement in the Middle Eastern region.  

Since as mentioned before, Aljazeera gives another perspective that stems from the 

Middle East. Because of that lack, it may be argued that Aljazeera not covering issues 

related to the #Metoo movement, and its affect in the Middle East region conveys a 

negligence from the part of the Qatari-based news channel website, in regard to gender-

based violence in the workplace.  

Also, another interesting aspect is how CNN would dominantly use names of powerful 

men to further the narrative within the articles, considering that this approach may be 

used by CNN to garner attention and clicks from the readers.  
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Research Questions Answers  

This study has used critical discourse analysis on fifteen articles including their images, 

to answer the research questions.  

RQ1: How is the #Metoo movement represented in the chosen mainstream news 

websites? 

The #Metoo movement is represented moderately in a positive manner, where the viral 

hashtag is depicted as a social movement that is bringing change in societies all over the 

world. Moreover, it is represented as a platform where women can recount their 

traumatic experiences with sexual assault and getting to be supporters of other women as 

well. Yet, in minor instances, the #Metoo movement was depicted as a ‘witch-hunt’ 

where powerful men are targeted due to their statuses. In addition to that, the three-

mainstream media tv websites have frequently pointed out how #Metoo have opened a 

discussion on this gender-based violence problem. The representation technique of the 

#Metoo movement was often made through a constructionist approach, where the 

mainstream media tv channels have chosen to construct and represent the #Metoo 

movement through language systems that depict the movement both as a game-changer 

or a witch-hunt. According to Hall (1997), the constructionist approach indicates that the 

language system or any other system are used to represent the concepts, where social 

actors use abstract systems to construct meaning and make the world meaningful.  

RQ2: What are the similarities and differences in the coverage of the #Metoo 

movement in the chosen mainstream news websites? 

In the analysis of the three-mainstream media tv websites, the similarities have been the 

curiosity behind the founder of the #Metoo movement Tarana Burke, where they took an 

interest in detailing her journey from founding the movement in 2006 to becoming a 

platform on social media for women to come forward and share their stories.  Another 

similarity is how they depicted the activists and survivors behind #Metoo as one group, 

where they would use ‘women’ to represent the supporters of the #Metoo movement. 

Furthermore, they would also depict men in a collectivized manner, where they would 

convey to the reader that this movement targets ‘powerful high-profile men’, which 

misrepresents #Metoo as a movement whose main goal is retaliation and creating a battle 

between the two sexes, rather than a movement that is seeking to open a conversation 

and bring justice to those who have suffered. However, the main difference is the lack of 
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coverage furnished by Aljazeera, in contrast to BBC and CNN; where the Qatari-based 

website didn’t extensively cover the movement as much. While BBC and CNN reported 

stories regarding western women, Aljazeera opted to either cover marches and protests, 

or not report at all; which indicates to a lack of interest coming from Aljazeera regarding 

the effect of #Metoo in the Middle Eastern societies.  

Regarding power, social media has given power for women to come forward and share 

their stories. In fact, it has given them the power to report and spread awareness without 

any intermediary parties. According to Castells (2007), mass self-communications offers 

an efficient medium for social movements to build their autonomy and confront the 

institutions of society. It has also given power to the #Metoo movement to be 

legitimized and covered by mainstream media, where it’s role is to percept and influence 

the public 

In the study, the ideologies of the chosen mainstream media were detected during the 

analysis, where there is a difference between the three mainstream media channels. 

Firstly, Aljazeera has shown a slight disinterest in the movement, treating it as secondary 

news rather than being extensively covered. Whereas on the other hand, BBC has shown 

keen interest and covered the events revolving around the movement while also giving a 

platform for victims to come forward and recount their experiences. Lastly, CNN has 

also shown interest in the movement, however, the American-based news giant 

frequently used powerful men as their main narrative to recount the stories of the 

victims. According to Van Dijk (2006), words, phrases, and topics are not ideologically 

based, but their use in communicative situations are. Additionally, the intentions of the 

speaker and whether they are made explicit in discourse counts as ideologically based.  

Conclusion  

The aim of this study was to understand how mainstream international media represents 

the #Metoo movement through their online websites. To make this possible, a total of 15 

articles were analyzed. Using the Multimodal Critical Discourse Analysis tools, the 

analysis studied both hard and feature news, alongside the images embedded in them. 

The theoretical framework was encompassed by theories of representation, power, and 

ideology, which each guide in answering the research questions.  
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Through the analysis, the study concluded that the #Metoo movement is represented 

moderately positive. The #Metoo movement is applauded for trying to change the status 

quo. The representation approach of the three mainstream international media was 

constructionist, where they constructed the #Metoo movement through language 

systems.  

Moreover, the three mainstream international media channels had a slightly different 

approach towards the coverage of the #Metoo movement.  BBC and CNN reported and 

covered women who came forward with their own experiences, in their respective 

countries. However, Aljazeera failed to cover the effect of the #Metoo movement in the 

Middle Eastern region. This could reflect the different ideological perspectives regarding 

the #Metoo movement.  

Power was an underlying theme in the articles, where social media and the #Metoo 

movement were applauded for furnishing a platform for women to spread awareness. 

These types of online movements have garnered much attention for allowing people to 

mass-self-communicate.  

Finally, mainstream media is both a reflection and an influencer. The #Metoo movement 

gained many supporters through social media. Yet, mainstream media has legitimized 

and has given relevance to the movement by taking a keen interest in covering its 

development. Whether #Metoo movement will follow suit of prior social media 

movements and join the ‘viral graveyard’ is debatable. However, for the meantime, the 

#Metoo movement has started a conversation and is bringing positive change for women 

all over the world.  
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Appendix  

Data Set Table for Hard News 

 

 Data Number Publication Article 

Name 

Publication 

Date 

Article Website 

     

1 Aljazeera #MeToo: 
Women share 

stories of 
sexual 

harassment 
and abuse 

17th 

Oct. 

2017 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-women-

share-stories-sexual-harassment-abuse-171018104233848.html 

 

2 Aljazeera #MeToo: 
Thousands 
march in 
Paris to 
protest 
sexual 

harassment 

30th 

Oct. 

2017 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-thousands-

march-paris-protest-sexual-harassment-171030103758528.html 

 

3 Aljazeera Women 
demand 

probe into 
alleged 

Trump sexual 
assaults 

11th 

Dec 

2017 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/women-demand-

probe-alleged-trump-sexual-assaults-171211144416542.html 

 

4 BBC 'Half of 
women' 
sexually 

harassed at 
work, says 
BBC survey 

25th 

Oct 

2017 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-41741615 

 

5 BBC Hollywood 
holds 

#MeToo 
march against 

sexual 
harassment 

13th 

Nov 

2017 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41964399 

 

6 

 

 

 

CNN Report: 

Women 

accuse 

Hollywood 

director 

James Toback 

of sexual 

harassment 

25th 

Oct 

2017 

https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/23/us/james-toback-sexual-

harassment-allegations/index.html 

 

7 CNN One fifth of 

Americans 

know 

someone who 

said #MeToo 

10th 

Nov 

2017 

https://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/09/us/cnn-poll-sexual-

harassment-assault/index.html 

 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-women-share-stories-sexual-harassment-abuse-171018104233848.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-women-share-stories-sexual-harassment-abuse-171018104233848.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-thousands-march-paris-protest-sexual-harassment-171030103758528.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/metoo-thousands-march-paris-protest-sexual-harassment-171030103758528.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/women-demand-probe-alleged-trump-sexual-assaults-171211144416542.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/women-demand-probe-alleged-trump-sexual-assaults-171211144416542.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-41741615
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41964399
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/23/us/james-toback-sexual-harassment-allegations/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/23/us/james-toback-sexual-harassment-allegations/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/09/us/cnn-poll-sexual-harassment-assault/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/09/us/cnn-poll-sexual-harassment-assault/index.html
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Data Set Table for Feature News 

 

Data Number Publication Article 

Name 

Publication 

Date 

Article Website 

8 Aljazeera Tarana Burke: 

#MeToo didn't 

start with 

Harvey 

Weinstein 

20th Oct 2017 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/tarana-burke-

metoo-didn-start-harvey-weinstein-171019174835750.html 

 

9 Aljazeera Women in low-

wage US farm 

jobs say #MeToo 

12th Dec 2017 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/happened-women-

wage-jobs-metoo-171204161209204.html 

 

10 BBC How 'MeToo' is 

exposing the 

scale of sexual 

abuse 

16th Oct 

2017 

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-41633857  

11 BBC Creating a safe 

workplace for 

women in the 

post-MeToo era 

17th Nov 

2017 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42029975 

 

12 BBC Why women 

fear a backlash 

over #MeToo 

1st Dec 2017 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42200092 

 

13 CNN An activist, a 

little girl and the 

heartbreaking 

origin of 'Me 

too' 

17th Oct 2017 https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/17/us/me-too-tarana-burke-

origin-trnd/index.html 

 

14 CNN How #MeToo 

could move 

from social 

campaign to 

social change 

9th Nov 2017 https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/30/health/metoo-

legacy/index.html 

 

15 CNN Donald Trump's 

#metoo 

moment is here 

12th Dec 2017 https://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/11/politics/donald-trump-

metoo-analysis/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/tarana-burke-metoo-didn-start-harvey-weinstein-171019174835750.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/tarana-burke-metoo-didn-start-harvey-weinstein-171019174835750.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/happened-women-wage-jobs-metoo-171204161209204.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/12/happened-women-wage-jobs-metoo-171204161209204.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-41633857
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42029975
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42200092
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/17/us/me-too-tarana-burke-origin-trnd/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/17/us/me-too-tarana-burke-origin-trnd/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/30/health/metoo-legacy/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/30/health/metoo-legacy/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/11/politics/donald-trump-metoo-analysis/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/11/politics/donald-trump-metoo-analysis/index.html
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